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Notching up 450 years 
of service to Cathedral 


AMONG the volunteers enjoying a 
‘thank you’ cream tea at Christ 
Church Cathedral's garden party in 
August were 16 men and women who 
had all given at least 25 years of serv- 
ice: as bellringer, singer, flower 
arranger, sidesman, shop helper or 
server. Each of them were presented 
by the Dean, Christopher Lewis, with 
a badge and certificate. 

Congratulating them, Dr Lewis 
said: ‘We are deeply grateful to all 
our volunteers for the work they do, 
but especially so to you, our jubilari- 
ans. The culture of volunteering here 
is much admired in other countries, 
and I hope your example will encour- 
age many more to join your ranks.' 


The Dean’s Verger, Edward Evans 
(who has himself been in post for 
more than 30 years) said: ‘Some 
months ago it struck me there were a 
significant number of volunteers 
who’d been helping for nearly as long 
as I've been at Christ Church, and I 
thought we ought to celebrate it. 
Nearly 450 years of service between 
them, and a measure of the kind of 
loyalty the cathedral inspires.’ 

The jubilarians are: Miriam Avery, 
Jane Birch, Robin Birch, Ann Delves, 
Michele Ellender, Daphne Fisher, Ken 
Gadd, Clive Holloway, Barbara 
Kennedy, Paul Mellins, Alan Pope, Ian 
Ross, Jean Spurge, Bernard Stone, 
Pamela Weston, James Williamson. 


Hospital trusts are leaving 
chaplaincy posts unfilled 


bv Sally Jarman 
and Rebecca Pavelev 

KEY chaplaincy posts in healthcare 
trusts in our diocese are being left 
vacant as hospital bosses review 
the service. 

At the Oxford Radcliffe Hospitals 
Trust, which employs seven chap- 
lains, three are leaving this month 
and the DOOR has learned that 
their posts will not be advertised 
yet and a ‘review’ of the entire 
service will be carried out instead. 

In Buckinghamshire, at the 
Milton Keynes General NHS 
Trust, one chaplaincy post - which 
represents half the chaplaincy staff 
- has been left vacant for more 
than a year. 

Hospital chaplaincy, a vital serv- 
ice for people at often their darkest 
hour, has been hit across the coun- 
try as health trusts nationally 
struggle to balance' the books after 
huge overspends. 

In Worcester, six out of seven 
hospital chaplaincy posts have 
been axed to save money. 

The Multifaith group of hospital 
chaplains has expressed its concern 
that healthcare chaplaincy ‘cannot 
be provided by an inexperienced 
and ill-prepared workforce’. 

At the John Radcliffe hospital in 
Oxford, one of those leaving is 


Canon Nick Fennemore, who is 
moving on after 17 years to 
become head of chaplaincy and 
bereavement support services with 
the Portsmouth Hospital NHS 
Trust. Also leaving is the Revd 
Hedley Feast, the free churches 
chaplain, who is taking early 
retirement, and the Revd Gill 
Barker who is leaving the Horton 
Hospital in Banbury for parish 
ministry. 

Chaplains have the time 
that nurses just don't 
have, to sit and listen at 
any hour of the day or 
night.' 

Trust spokesman Oliver Francis 
said the vacancies would not be 
advertised and a review of the serv- 
ice would be carried out, before 
any decision was taken over 
whether to fill or axe the positions. 

Canon Fennemore said: 
‘Chaplaincy is vital to the NHS. The 
majority of people we see are 
scared. They are not necessarily 
from a church background and they 
are trying to find spiritual meaning 
in what is happening to them. 

‘Chaplains have the time that 
nurses just don’t have, to sit and 


listen at any hour of the day or 
night.’ 

Hedley Feast said chaplaincy 
was particularly important at times 
like bereavement when ‘just being 
there’ is what is needed for many 
people. He has served at the Trust 
for seven years which had been an 
‘enormous privilege’, he said. 

In Milton Keynes, the Revd 
Carole Hough has been struggling 
alone to do the work of two chap- 
lains for more than a year. 

Official guidelines said that 2.5 
chaplains were needed at the hospi- 
tal for the workload but instead oi 
recruiting, the Trust responded by 
axing the out-of-hours service to 
reduce workload. 

Mrs Hough said the move entire- 
ly failed to recognise that chaplain- 
cy wasn’t a 9 to 5 job. 

A spokesman for the Milton 
Keynes Trust said: ‘This Trust 
remains committed to providing 
pastoral and bereavement care and 
comfort for our patients, irrespec- 
tive of denomination or belief. 

‘To this aim, we have being try- 
ing to recruit staff to replace the 
recent departure. This has proved 
very difficult with no suitable can- 
didate to date. Therefore, consider- 
ation is now being given as to how 
else we may meet the public needs 
and expectations, editorial page 7 



UDGENT APPEAL • WINTEP 2006 


Door of Hope, a Christian charity works in the East End of London among 
street sex workers. The work can be harrowing and intense; often each sex 
worker will require months, if not years, of support. And the need is enor- 
mous: there are an estimated 150 — 250 street working prostitutes working 
independently in London’s East End alone. 


Fiona Churcher. Project Manager of 
Door o f Hope '. 

“Some of those we contact are 
as young as 12, and every single 
one of them is isolated, vulner- 
able and struggling with enor- 
mous issues. You don’t have to 
think about this for very long 
to understand why we feel so 
passionately about what we are 
called to do.” 

The work of Door of Hope relies entire- 
ly on voluntary contributions and your 
support will have a real impact — please 
help us if you are able to. 


To support the work of Door of Hope, please contact 
Fiona Churcher on admin@doorofhope.org.uk or visit 
the website www.doorofhope.org.uk or fill in the re- 
sponse form and return it to us. 


Gift Aid - Donations made under the Gift Aid scheme mean we can claim 
back 28p from Government for every pound you donate. To enable us to do 
this, please fill in your name and address details below and tick the box. 

GIFT AID DECLARATION 

I, having given my name and address below, require Keychange Charity to treat 
this and all future donations as Gift Aid donations. I confirm that I am a resident 
UK taxpayer. Gift Aid I enclose my gift of £ 

Please send me details about donating regularly by standing order Q 


Full name 

Address 

PostCode 

Signature Date 

Rost to: Keychange Chanty. 5 St George’s Mews. 43 Westminster Bridge Road. London SE I 7JB 


T 

5 

£ 


i 

t 





2 


THE DOOR : OCTOBER 2006 


News I n brie f 

Bloxham’s organ 
trio to play as one 

AMONG fundraising events in 
Bloxham this month will be a 
special concert featuring a 
piece of music involving all 
three of the organs in St 
Mary's Church at one and the 
same time. 

Hugh Hinde, chairman of 
the Friends of St Mary's 
promises the event on 21 
October will be unique and 
enjoyable. Other events include 
an Art Exhibition and another 
concert featuring choirs from 
the three schools in the vil- 
lage. Further details from 
Hughandsuehinde@aol.com 


Diocese expects 
high standards 

THE Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
Acting Diocesan Bishop, has 
expressed his sadness at the 
conviction of the Revd 
Richard Thomas, for down- 
loading indecent material 
from the internet on his home 
computer. 

Mr Thomas, who will return 
to Oxford Crown Court this 
month for sentencing, has 
been suspended from his post 
as the diocesan director of 
communications since he was 
charged last year. 

Bishop Colin commented: 
'The Church of England and 
the Diocese of Oxford expects 
high standards of personal 
conduct in its staff and takes 
issues such as these extremely 
seriously.' 
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Bishops and Archdeacons 
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Bishop of Buckingham The Right Revd Alan Wilson, 
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Tel: 01494 862173. Fax: 01494 890508. 
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Archdeacon The Venerable Sheila Watson, Bede House, Paul's Hill, 
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ACE DENTURE CENTRE 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 1984 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

Economy dentures for senior citizens 
Delicate chrome plates 
Comfortable soft linings 
Evening appointments 
For the ultimate life-like dentures 8 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 1 

DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
■S® Available 

Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 



We are not Dental Surgeons 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM. ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 


Cranmer Cup comes 
home to Great Britain 



Bishop Stephen and the Revd Osborn with the Cranmer Cup 

TWO vicars from the Oxford diocese were among those who 
restored the honour of British golfing clergy recently, with an 
historic victory over the USA Episcopal Church of South 
Carolina. 

The Revd Tom Honey, vicar of Headington Quarry, 
Oxford, and the Revd David Osborn, rector of Bracknell, were 
honoured to be part of the team, which boasted clergy from 
all corners of the British Isles. 

Revd Osborn told the DOOR: The match takes place every 
two years and Great Britain have never won it - until now! 

‘For myself and Tom Honey from the Oxford Diocese, the 
cup was even more special as it is named after Archbishop 
Thomas Cranmer, one of the Oxford martyrs. 

‘All of the team played very well and were very proud of the 
victory. Tom was unofficially declared man of the match for 
his performance. We look forward to defending the trophy in 
Ireland in 2008/ 


New Bishop likely to be 
announced this month 


THE identity of the next Diocesan Bishop of 
Oxford is expected to be revealed this month. 

The announcement will be made simultane- 
ously in the Diocese by Diocesan Church 
House and nationally by Downing Street, and 
will mark the end of a long process of public 
consultation and deliberation. 

In July, the Crown Nominations Committee 
(which includes nominated members of our 
diocese), put forward two names to the Prime 
Minister for consideration. 

Following the announcement, it may still be 


some time before the new Bishop takes up his 
post. 

If he is not already a Bishop there will first 
be a consecration service. 

He will be welcomed to the diocese in a 
service at the Cathedral. 

Once in post much of the early months will 
be spent getting to know the diocese. 

Look out for more news and interviews 
with the new Bishop in future issues of the 
DOOR and on the Diocesan website 
www.oxford.anglican.org 


First intake for new-look OMC 



THE first new intake for the Oxford Ministry Course (formerly the St Albans and Oxford Ministry 
Course) at Cuddesdon: From left to right, sitting, are Karen Browne, Jennifer Locke, Lyn Bliss, 
Maggie Rode. Standing are John Hanks, Alastair Wood, Caroline Wilson, Andrew Parr, Nigel 
Byard, Michael Berrett, Nigel Rode, Robert Legge, Helen Charlton, Paul Gooding, Eddie Smith. 
Also among the group, but not present for the photograph, are Ian Biscoe, Gordon Hickson and 
Simon Thorn. 
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Feature 


Remembering Betjeman 




For further details please contact 


Oxford Aunts Care 

. Established 1967 


Telephone 01865 


In what would have been his centenary year Sir John Betjeman has been breaking records in 
Oxford. The Bodleian Library exhibition about the poet, broadcaster and conservationist is attract- 
ing record numbers of visitors, as people flock to get an insight into his life, work and relation- 
ships. 

Among the exhibits, material from the University archives documents Betjeman's academic career 
and the infamous 'Failed in Divinity' quote. Here, Canon David Winter recalls fond memories of 
broadcasting and bubbly with the poet and finds, after all, a 'genuine sense of the divine'. 


I WORKED with Sir John Betjeman in the 70s on a series of 
radio programmes about hymns, called Sweet Songs of Zion. 
There were about 30 programmes in all, over a period of two 
or three years. So the centenary of his birth in August , with a 
lot of media coverage, brought back many memories. 

Sir John was an enthusiast for hymns, the older the better, just 
as he was an enthusiast for almost everything else. His wicked 
grin, loud guffaws and public school slang - ‘swank’, ‘golly’, 
‘making whoopee’ and so on - enlivened the dullest editing 
sessions. 

He was a particular admirer of Fanny Alexander, the wife 
of an archbishop of Armagh in the mid-nineteenth century, 
who wrote some of our most popular hymns - ‘All Things 
Bright and Beautiful’, ‘Once in Royal David’s City’, and Sir 
John’s particular favourite ‘There is a Green Hill Far Away’. 
He claimed it was perfect, because you couldn’t change a sin- 
gle word in it without spoiling it, both as poetry and as 
Christian teaching. 

These were hymns for children - actually written to help her 
nephews cope with their confirmation instruction, which they 
had claimed was above their heads. But their survival and 
constant use is testimony to their appeal to adults as well. 

Even the onset of Parkinson's disease, 
which made some of our final recording 
sessions difficult for him, could not dim his 
joie de vivre, especially if there were a few 
glasses of bubbly 'when the sun had gone 
down below the yardarm' to relieve the 
symptoms. 

Sir John gave my daughter - then about 1 1 - a lovely book 
of Mrs Alexander’s home-spun moral verses for children, all 
about how they should treat the village idiot and welcome tired 
daddies home from work and needing their slippers quickly. 

I had always had a soft spot for Betjeman’s idiosyncratic 
poetry - in fact, as time passed I realised that I knew some of 
his poems better than he did. But I was still bowled over by * 
his charm and infectious enthusiasm. 

Even the onset of Parkinson’s disease, which made some of 
our final recording sessions difficult for him, could not dim 
his joie de vivre, especially if there were a few glasses of bub- 
bly ‘when the sun had gone below the yardarm’ to relieve the 
symptoms. I never quite understood the time qualification, 
but as the bottles came from the fridge in his Chelsea house 
the producer and crew were in no position to be fussy . 

Recently, in the contemporary style of things, some critics - 
notably A. N. Wilson in his biography of the poet - have 
sought to question the reality of Betjeman’s Christian faith. 

It’s true he was rather a tortured soul, conscious (like most 
of us) that his life didn‘t always match his profession. And he 
had a long-standing and morbid fear of death. 
That particular phobia is evident in many of his poems. He 
wondered in which Cottage Hospital he would be lying when 
they ‘range the screens around’ as he groaned in dying, ‘twist- 
ing the sweaty sheet’. 

There was also the night-club owner, a faded madame, ‘old, 
and ill, and terrified, and tight’, who knew she was ‘dying 
now and done for’ and wondered ‘what on earth was all the 
fun for?’ There is something of Betjeman in all of that. 

He also recognised, and told me so, that such fear was 
inconsistent with a strong Christian faith. So I was very grat- 
ified to get a letter from him in July 1976, completely out of 


the blue, to tell me that he had just read a paperback book I 
had written called Hereafter, about life after death. I blush to 
offer the full version, but the last sentence read, ‘It really is 


He would speak nostalgically of the great 
Anglo-catholic congresses of the 20s and 
30s - 'but you wouldn't have appreciated 
them David', he would say, 'because you're 
Low Church'... 


David Winter is a broadcast- 
er , author , and former 
Diocesan Adviser in 
Evangelism for the Diocese 
of Oxford. 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 


excellent and answers questions I continually ask’. Mind you, 
being an author I was most pleased by the statement that he 
had ordered four more copies for various friends of his! 

His was an essentially sacramental faith. Sights and sounds 
were at the heart of his understanding of things. He would 
speak nostalgically of the great Anglo-catholic congresses of 
the 20s and 30s - ‘but you 
wouldn’t have appreciated 
them, David’, he would say, 

‘because you’re Low Church’ 

(a description he knew I hated) 

‘while I’m a SPIKE!’ 

‘Spike’ or not, he was for me 
a man who, while living in the 
tension described by St Paul in 
Romans 8, had a genuine sense 
of the divine. 

When I heard of his death, 
during his afternoon nap, slip- 
ping quietly into eternity from 
a deck-chair in the garden of 
his cherished Cornish home, 
clutching his beloved teddy 
bear, it all seemed utterly right. 

The Bodleian exhibition 
runs to the 28 October. 

At St Helen’s Church, 

Abingdon, on October 12, 
actor Lance Pierson will 
explore Betjeman’s faith 
through his poetry in a pro- 
gramme of readings. Tickets 
from the parish office on 
01235 520144. 


Sir John Betjeman 


photo Oxford Mail 


Oxford Aunts Live-in Services 

~ for clients who need help or care at home ~ 

Live-in Housekeeper/Carers 
for several weeks or Longer-term over several months 


JtrF Functions 

Outside Caterers for all events from 
champagne receptions to romantic 
meals in your own home. Everything 
served to your specifications, reliable 
and fully trained staff. 
Contact James on 07949 901 029 or 
visit us at www.jffunctions.co.uk 


Deep in Debt? 
Want to talk about it? 


There is a solution to every debt problem. 

You just need to find the right one. 

If you want free, sound financial advice on how to 
resolve your debt problems call 


Graham Niven at Tandem Financial Solutions Ltd 

0161 211 3495 

8am-9pm www. ta ndem ts.co. u k 


Artists in Staihed Glass v 

David Wasley 

mA.ATC.DiPAD.FRiGP. 

ConSERyAtOR^ 
RfSfORivfion SpEciALisf 

01494 773712 

' www^RPffliLLEnniirm ARjtsfs.co.vic . 
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People & places 


Trotting out for Ride and Stride 



VOLUNTEERS at churches around the Vale of the White Horse welcomed some unusual visi- 
tors during the annual sponsored Ride and Stride. 

Sarah McDougall from Faringdon and Rachel Wenham from Watchfield decided four legs 
were better than two (or even two bicycle wheels) and climbed aboard Jazz and Dave. They 
are pictured above visiting St Denys’ Church in Stanford in the Vale. 

Ride and Stride is an annual fundraiser for the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust. Last 
year the popular event raised more than £100,000. From babies in buggies to tandem riders 
and octagenarians such as Dorothy Woodward of St Barnabas, Jericho - who visited 42 
churches - damp weather conditions could not dampen the enthusiasm of the fundraisers. 

Alison Shaw of the Ride and Stride team, said the event always yielded imaginative 
fundraising ideas among those taking part and everyone entered into the spirit of the day. 

This year the sun shone and organisers hope even more will be raised towards providing 
grants for the preservation of historic churches and chapels around the county. 


THE 


CHURCH of ENGLAND 



THK ORIGINAL CHI RCH NEWSPAPER ESTABLISHED IN 1828 


Your name 


Address 


Postcode: 


Name for gift 
diary: 


The Perfect way to keep all 
your appointments In view 


The Church of England 

Newspaper Diary 2006 includes Notable Dates for the whole year, including important 
dates in the Church calendar, a year planner, and even a wine vintage chart. Full colour 
wold maps, a national rail network map and a London Underground map appear along- 
side, making it an invaluable resource. In royal blue it presents the diary in a week-to- 
view format. At only £3.90 (including post and packaging), it makes an ideal diary for he 
active Christian, and it makes an even better gift. Why not buy one for yourself and 
another for a friend? 


To order , fill in your details below and send with a cheque or postal order made payable to 
The Church of England Newspaper, and we will despatch your order in plenty of time for 
Christmas. 


Address: 


I Postcode: I 

I Please send your order, with money, to Church of England Newspaper Diary, Central | 

, House, 142 Central Street, London, EC1V 8AR. Order must be received by December 13 to g 
l ensure delivery before Christmas. Please allow 28 days for delivery, although we will g 

I endeavour to fulfill orders much sooner. I 

«■ 


Sir Brian 
Smith retires 

SIR Brian Smith has retired 
as chair of the Diocesan 
Buildings Committee after 
1 6 years and of the Glebe 
Committee after 18 months. 

At Sir Brian’s last meeting 
of the Glebe and Building’s 
Committee the Archdeacon 
of Berkshire, the Venerable 
Norman Russell, commend- 
ed him for his ‘humane’ 
leadership and care for the 
clergy and thanked him for 
the business acumen and 
experience he brought to the 
role and for his willingness 
‘to see the work in the wider 
picture’ involving himself 
with the preparation of the 
Diocesan Strategy. 

He is succeeded by Sir 
Joseph Pilling, formerly 
Permanent Under Secretary 
to the Northern Ireland 
Office from 1997 - 2005 , and 
now retired. 


Phil takes on Sunday Faith 

BROADCASTER Phil Mercer has taken over as the new voice 
of BBC Radio Oxford's Sunday Faith programme. 

Phil, who already presents the station's Saturday Breakfast 
show, replaces Jonathan Hancock who left in September, after 
two years, for a change of career to primary school teacher. 

Phil began his career in hospital radio and then with the AA 
reading the travel news on local radio stations, including Radio 
Oxford. 


Coffee and prayer 

THE Children's Society is asking Christians in the diocese to 
unite in prayer at Ham on Wednesday 18 October as it reflects 
on 125 years of its work in helping vulnerable children. 

The charity would like people to host a coffee morning where 
supporters can gather to pray together at 11am, as well as 
raising much needed funds. 

A spokesman for the Society said: 'It's a simple and practical 
way to raise money and awareness about.some of the terrible 
situations young people can find themselves in. The charity 
works in 60 projects throughout England offering practical 
support to 50,000 children every year, campaigning to create 
positive change for thousands more. 

'By holding a coffee morning, either at school, work , home or 
in the community, and asking your visitors to donate £1 
supporters will make a difference to these children's lives. 


A happy co-incidence in Vaxjo 


WAS it co-incidence or the work of the Holy 
Spirit? A party from the Diocese of Oxford 
asked themselves that question when they dis- 
covered, more than a year after deciding on 
the dates of a pilgrimage to their partner dio- 
cese of Vaxjo in Sweden, that the weekend 
they had chosen was the very one that the 
Swedish diocese had chosen to say goodbye to 
Bishop Anders Wejryd before his translation 
at Uppsala as Archbishop in succession to 
Karl Gustav Hamar. 

When the co-incidence became known in 
Sweden, the Oxfordshire party, led by myself 
and Canon Peter Ball, was invited to take part 
in the events marking the Bishop’s farewell. 

As European Officer for the Oxford dio- 
cese, and very much involved in the Oxford- 
Vaxjo link, I was asked to share in the 
Bishop’s last ordination at the Cathedral in 
the morning, while another pilgrim, diocesan 
synod lay chair, Penny Keens, made a presen- 
tation to Bishop Anders on behalf of our dio- 


cese at the farewell celebration at Kronoberg 
in the afternoon. 

In reply, Bishop Anders spoke warmly of 
what had been achieved through the link, 
which was first discussed, largely on his ini- 
tiative, in 1999 and was formally recognised 
by the two dioceses five years later. He 
expressed hope that the link would continue 
to flourish. 

The agreement linking the two dioceses is 
the Porvoo Agreement - a covenant signed by 
Bishop Anders and Bishop Richard Harries in 
Christ Church Cathedral in 2003 and in 
Sweden nine months later. There have been 
regular exchanges between the two dioceses 
ever since and from September this year for 
nine months representatives of each diocese 
will participate in a course on mission and 
development issues. 

Tony Dickinson is the Diocese of Vaxjo link Co- 
ordinator 


V' 



Eco-column 


1 I was recently privileged to see the National 
I Theatre’s excellent production of Bertolt 

! Brecht’s play The Life of Galileo, the 17 t ^ 1 
| century astronomer whose observations, 
* showing that the earth and other planets 
1 orbit the sun, got him into trouble with the 
I Roman Catholic Church, whose doctrine 
I held that the earth was the centre of the 
1 universe. 

I Of course, the church now accepts that 
I Galileo was right - the evidence won out 
I eventually. 

I This led me to wonder how history will 
i regard those who still deny the reality of 
1 human-induced climate change. Such 


I 

1 

denial has less to do with misinterpretation 1 
of scripture (as in Galileo’s day) or genuine 1 
scientific doubt, but, I suspect, is more due i 
to the difficult political and personal ques- 1 
tions the issue raises. Our lifestyles will J 
have to change if we are to reduce our j 
greenhouse gas emissions sufficiently to * 
have any chance of keeping global warm- 5 
ing within reasonable limits. 

There is an understandable temptation to g 
ignore, if not deny, this challenge, but it is | 
one which Christians can help society to | 


resist. 1 

It took at least parts of the church sever- | 
al centuries to fully recognise Galileo’s | 
achievements. In the case of climate 1 
change, we do not have that luxury. 

I 

Karl Wallendszus is a member of Sage , * 

Oxford's Christian Environmental Group 1 
(www.sageoxford.org.uk). 
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God in the life of. . . 


Serving God at 
home and abroad 

Tim Dakin is the general secretary of the Church Mission 
Society whose headquarters are moving to Oxford next year. 
Tim is also an assistant curate in our diocese, in the parish of 
Ruscombe and Twyford, near Reading, where his wife Sally is 
a fellow curate. Rebecca Paveley talked to him. 


TIM Dakin has led a peri- 
patetic life. Much of his 
childhood, and a substantial 
part of his working life so far, 
has been spent in Africa. So 
much so, that when he final- 
ly took the job of general sec- 
retary to the Church Mission 
Society, based in London, it 
took him a long time to 
adjust to being ‘back home , 
He felt, he says, a ‘resident 
alien’ and it was only the dis- 
covery in 1 Peter that all 
Christians are called to be 
resident aliens that allowed 
him to accept his sense of dif- 
ference, of being an outsider, 
and finally rejoice in it. 

‘It is the nature of 
Christianity that it is brought 
by a foreigner, brought in by 
someone who wasn’t part of 
our community. Jesus himself 
is precisely that. 

‘I struggled with feeling 
like a resident alien until I 
read that this is every 
Christian's calling. I now 
rejoice in feeling like that,’ he 
says. 

Though he spent much of 
his childhood in Africa, in 
Tanzania, he has strong links 
with this diocese too. 

His father was in the 
Church Army and went to 
Africa as a missionary. But as 
Tim grew up, the family 
moved to Nettlebed in 
Oxfordshire where his father 
was appointed as vicar. It 
was as a teenager he felt his 
first sense of being called to 
the ministry and after going 
through what he describes as 
a ‘charismatic phase’ he went 
onto study theology and phi- 
losophy in London, before 
coming to Oxford to do a 
PhD. 

It was in Oxford that he 
put himself forward for selec- 
tion, and was accepted. But 
his links with Africa 
remained strong and at the 
same time he was asked to be 
principal of a theological col- 
lege in Nairobi, setting up a 
course he himself had helped 
to write. 

‘Eventually, after discus- 
sions with the then Bishop of 
Oxford, Richard Harries, I 


was ordained in Nairobi. 
Bishop Richard supported 
the college through his spe- 
cial missionary fund and 
took an interest in my work. 
The students we took were 
people committed to evangel- 
ism and mission, most were 
Anglicans or from the 
Church Army. We also ran a 
business course alongside the 
theology course, the aim was 
to experience life in the every 
day as a Christian and be 
open about one’s commit- 
ment to evangelism.’ 

He was also attached to 
the Cathedral in Nairobi as a 
curate and the college had a 
licensed chapel, the licence of 
which could be extended 
across Kenya. This allowed 
Tim to conduct some inter- 
esting bush weddings! 

He had married before 
going out to Africa, at the age 
of 26. He had met his wife 
Sally during his time in 

'I struggled with 
feeling like a resi- 
dent alien until I 
read that this is 
every Christian's . 
calling' 


Nettlebed, and the couple 
went on to have two children, 
Anna and David, who spent 
their early years in Africa. 

It was memories of his own 
peripatetic childhood that led 
him to look for a more set- 
tled life for his own children. 

He had begun, after six 
years in Nairobi, to get rest- 
less too and he saw the CMS 
job advertised and thought ‘I 
could do this’. He took the 
job at the age of 42, and came 
back to London to work. 

But as he says, it took him 
a while to adjust to feeling an 
outsider. 

‘Somebody came up to me 
when I was coming back 
from London one day, when I 
was feeling particularly mis- 
erable, shortly after I’d come 
back from Africa. He gave 
me one of those cards which 


say ‘Smile, God loves you’. 

‘The most embarrassing 
thing was I was wearing a 
dog collar that day yet the 
person must have thought I 
looked so miserable I needed 
to be helped!’ 

The CMS job is, in many 
ways, a perfect fit for Tim 
but he says being a profes- 
sional Christian has its diffi- 
culties. 

‘You can never get away 
from other Christians and be 
part of the everyday world. I 
try to keep up with contem- 
porary culture.’ 

On top of his work com- 
mitments Tim also has his 
parish work, as an assistant 
curate in the parish of 
Ruscombe with Twyford, 
near Reading. He tries to 
preach once a month and 
immerses himself in parish 
work for several weeks a year. 
Wife Sally is also an honorary 
assistant curate, having being 
ordained two years ago. 

CMS is moving its head- 
quarters from London to 
Oxford next year, and the 
society is using the move to 
mark a new stage in its devel- 
opment. Part of this new 
stage includes opening a mis- 
sion house on Iffley Road, in 
Oxford, for people to stay. 

CMS is a community of 
people who are passionately 
committed to mission. 

Tim describes it as ‘a vol- 
untary society which tries to 
keep mission at the forefront 
of everything’. 

‘We have a permanent pri- 
ority of evangelism, are com- 
mitted to church planting and 
church growth and commit- 
ted to an holistic view of mis- 
sion, a view that the Gospel is 
bigger than the church.’ 

This priority of mission 
sees people being sent out 
from the UK and people 
being sent in. CMS now has a 
presence in more than 60 
countries but there is still 
plenty more for him - and the 
Society - to do, says Tim. 

‘We need to develop a mis- 
sion spirituality, that will be 
at the forefront of our work 
in the next few years.’ 



ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 
WANTAGE 

Residential Home with Nursing 



• Modern, well equipped Care Home for 75 elderly 
ladies in 5 acres of lovely grounds near town centre. 

• Non-profit making charity, under the aegis of the 
Community of St Mary the Virgin. 

• Excellent Facilities include a beautiful Chapel in 
the grounds. 

• Residents are strongly encouraged to live 
independent lives in a vibrant and happy community. 


Contact: The Warden, St Katharine’s House, 
Ormond Road, Wantage, Oxon, 0X1 2 8EA 
Telephone: 01235 762739 
email: warden.stkatharines@talk21 .com 
www.stkatharineshouse.co.uk 
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View from here 


Calling it a day 


Andre Agassi 
cried buckets 
over his. Tony 
Blair is adamant 
that only he will 
choose the timing 
of his. Saddam 
Hussein resists 
his to the last. 

Bishop Richard 
handled his with 
his characteristic 
calm dignity. I speak, or 
course, of endings: the cur- 
tailment of a role. Whether 
it’s about temporal or spiri- 
tual power, sporting 
prowess, a humble job or a 
humdrum relationship - 
choosing to ‘call it a day* is 
something we all have to do 
at some time or another. 

Such decisions are always 
complex and challenging, 
involving best-guesses about 
the future, partial perspec- 
tives on the past, and imper- 
fect judgements about the 
present. 

Even when we feel in con- 
trol of the decision the ques- 
tions still assail us: how do 
we know what is right for 
others and for ourselves? 
Can we be honest about 
who we are putting first? 
When is the best time, the 
kairos moment? And as the 
ending of one phase is 
always the beginning of 
another, what are we letting 
ourselves in for? Change is 
frightening. 

Advent is still a little way 
off, but it is a time when we 
wait with expectancy, alert 
to an imminent, world- 
transforming change. We 
think we know what’s com- 
ing - how the story unfolds - 
but the spiritual challenge is 
to discern what’s new and 
surprising. 

‘Advent is about... 


reawakening our 
vision. Its read- 
ings are full of 
images and pat- 
terns. The best 
way to receive 
them is to rewind 
the videotape, 
wipe it, and then 
open our hearts. 
That way we can 
put ourselves 
back in the position of those 
who first saw the good news 
made flesh among them.’ So 
says The Rt Revd Alan 
Wilson, Bishop of 
Buckingham, in a new publi- 
cation from the Board for 
Social Responsibility. This 
collection of reflections to 
help us think, feel and pray 
through the season is. enti- 
tled ‘Advent of the Real 
World’, and has four scrip- 
turally-inspired sections: 
Seeing, Waiting, Loving and 
Choosing. 

Another contributor, 
author Jo Ind, writes, ‘We 
are offered life in all its full- 
ness. When we fail to 
embrace the offer, it is as 
often through lack of dis- 
cernment as want of 
courage. If we knew for sure 
that one way would prove 
more fruitful than another, 
many of us would be brave 
enough to take the more 
promising option. The 
dilemma is knowing which 
path is which.’ I’m sure 
Tony Blair would be the first 
to agree. 

You can order a copy of 
‘Advent of the Real World’, 
price £5, from Alison. web- 
ster@oxford.anglican.org, 
01865 208213. 

Alison Webster js Social 
Responsibility Adviser to 
the Diocese of Oxford. 



Clergy News 

Revd Phillip Ball, Area Dean, 
Bicester and Islip Deanery and 
Team Rector, Bicester with 
Bucknell, Caversfield and 
Launton Team Ministry, is to 
retire as Area Dean. He remains 
Team Rector; Revd Peter 
Bestley, Associate Priest, 
Bracknell Team Ministry, is to be 
Associate Priest with special 
responsibility for the Church at 
the Pines, Easthampstead, 
Bracknell Deanery; Revd 
Rosemary Bragg, NSM 
Assistant Curate, Maidenhead All 
Saints Boyne Hill, is to be NSM 
Golden Cap Team Ministry, Lyme 
Bay; Revd Canon Nick 
Fennemore, Hospital Chaplaincy 
Team Leader, is to be Head of 
Chaplaincy and Bereavement 


Services Portsmouth NHS, 
Diocese of Portsmouth; Revd 
David Fletcher, is given 

Permission to Officiate; Revd 
John Hibbard, is given 

Permission to Officiate; Revd 
Paul Hunt, Team Rector, 
Cherwell Valley, is to be also Area 
Dean, Bicester and Islip; Revd 
Kevin McGarahan, is given 
Permission to Officiate; Revd 
Kevin O'Brien, Chaplain, 

Wellington College, is to be 
Bishop's Chaplain, Diocese of 
Europe; Revd Dr Helen 
Orchard, is to be Chaplain and 
Fellow, Exeter College, Oxford; 
Revd Dr Jeremy Sheehy, 
Principal, St Stephen's House, is 
to be Team Rector, Swinton and 
Pendlebury, Diocese of 
Manchester; Revd Andrew 
Wright, is to be School Chaplain, 
St Edward's School, Oxford. 


Desktop Discipleship 

The DOOR explores a new way to grow in faith 


Being a disciple of Jesus should be 
something that is interwoven in our 
daily lives, yet with our 24/7 lifestyles, 
how often does our time with God get 
squashed into the beginning or end of 
the day? Now BRF have designed 
Foundations 21 - a new multi-media 
discipleship course for anyone 'who 
wants to grow in their faith and become 
a more effective disciple of Jesus 
Christ'. Natalie Abbott was intrigued to 
discover whether the course would live 
up to its claims... 
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FOUNDATIONS 21 was 

launched in August and is 
aimed at Christians of all 
denominations. This online 
discipleship course is billed 
as the new way to 'do' disci- 
pleship - a description I find 
a bit off-putting if I'm hon- 
est, but I like the idea of a 
bible study that will fit in 
with my working life, so I'm 
interested to see what I'll 
find as I log on. 

Having uploaded the 
DVD, registered on the web 
site and chosen a user name, 
I find myself on the home 
page of the Foundations 21 
web site (see below) and I'm 
pleasantly surprised at its 
user-friendly style. 

There is a daily prayer, a 
reading, a promise, a psalm, 
a quote and a region of the 
world to pray for. To have 
this as my home page at 
work would be fantastic; to 
begin my working day with a 
new message from God's 
word on my screen would be 
a positive experience (for me 
and for my colleagues!). I 
find myself spending quite a 
bit of time reading the infor- 
mation about the area of the 
world for that day - 
Columbia, and find the in 
depth information and guid- 
ance for prayer extremely 
useful. 


Next, I go as suggested to 
the quiz designed to discover 
which pathway I should fol- 
low based on my own 
approach to learning. Users 
are categorised in to four 
pathways: Matthew, Mark, 
Luke or John. I am identified 
as a Matthew person (likes 
order, takes time to change, 
precise and values authority 
- sounds about right). Marks 
are practical, creative and 
impulsive, Lukes are imagi- 
native and enjoy working 


The flexibility of this 
course means you can 
follow it on your own, 
or share the experi- 
ence as part of a Bible 
study group, or as a 
whole church. 


with others and Johns work 
best with images, concepts 
and knowledge. You can 
choose any number of path- 
ways and people are often a 
mixture of different types. 

On to the 'Great Court', 
an imposing room with 12 
doors representing the 12 
main subject areas; the foun- 
dations of Christianity 
(hence the name of the 


course): Jesus, the Bible, God 
the Father, the Cross and 
Resurrection, the Holy 
Spirit, Church, prayer, wor- 
ship, Intimacy with God, 
Christian Lifestyle, Christian 
Ministry and Christian mis- 
sion. 

Following the Matthew 
pathway through the first 
door I am amazed at the 
variety of resources at my 
fingertips. There are video 
clips, extracts from books 
(like the Lion Handbook), 
links to other web sites, song 
lyrics to read, music to listen 
to, information for prepar- 
ing sermons; a truly multi- 
media course. I am encour- 
aged to keep notes on the 
online journal (which no-one 
else can access) and to fill in 
a faithline to track signifi- 
cant events in my spiritual 
life. 

The flexibility of this 
course means you can follow 
it on your own, or share the 
experience as part of a Bible 
study group, or as a whole 
church. The 12 different 
rooms mean you could even 
take a year and study each 
area over a month, meeting 
up as a group to discuss 
what you've learnt. 

Another approach is to 
link up with other users 
online and form your own 
community. I 
have to admit 
to feeling a bit 
uncomfortable 
with the con- 
cept of an 
online 'com- 
munity' or 
'chatroom' (oh 
to be a Luke!), 
but it's reas- 
suring to read 
the comments 
already posted 
by people on 
the course. 
People 
describe them- 


The home page of the Foundations 21 web site 


selves as 'fellow travellers' as 
if they are on a spiritual 
journey, and that is how it 
feels. And of course only 
those who have subscribed 
(currently the cost is £85 a 
year) can access these rooms. 

Another key user group 
could potentially be those on 
the fringe of faith, to whom 
the step of joining a church 
is just too great. 
Foundations 21 offers a fan- 
tastic opportunity to learn 
about the Christian faith and 
explore your relationship 
with God without stepping 
outside your house. 

But does Foundations 21 
do what it claims? From my 
experience it is an innovative 
way of 'doing' discipleship in 
the 21st century. We have all 
become so used to spending 
most of our time in front of 
the computer, it seems to 
make sense to incorporate 
our Christian learning in this 
way. Admittedly praying in 
front of a computer does 
seem a bit strange at first but 
it would be great if we 
office-dwellers could work 
this in to our daily lives. 
Jesus met people where they 
were 2000 years ago. I think 
he would want to do the 
same today. 

25 introductory 
copies to be won 

Lunch breaks may never be 
the same again! 

Give your Bible study a daily 
online boost. The DOOR 
has 25 copies of the 
Foundations 21 introductory 
DVD featuring Adrian Plass 
to give away to the first read- 
ers to write in. 

Write to The DOOR, 
Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford, 
OX2 ONB. More informa- 
tion can be found on 
www.foundations2 1 .org.uk 


•t 
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Comment 


Letters 


to the editor 


A ministry of comfort 


So hospital chap- 
laincy posts are 
being left unfilled - 
or in other words, 
axed by stealth. 

Perhaps it should 
come as no surprise 
when surgeons and 
nursing staff are 
among those going 
in a swathe of cost 
cuts. In such a target 
driven health service, 
how do you measure the suc- 
cess of a hospital chaplain? 
The response of trust bosses in 
Milton Keynes shows that the 
management entirely fails to 
understand what hospital chap- 
laincy is about. What kind of 
service can chaplains offer if 
they are only able to respond to 
the suffering, the traumatised, 
the bereaved, between nine in 
the morning and five at night? 

Like many people, I suspect, 
I didn’t really appreciate the 
importance of hospital chap- 
lains - that is, until recendy, 
when my family and I were on 
the receiving end of the service. 

My newborn son was in 
intensive care in the John 
Radcliffe Hospital for three 
months after his birth last 
year, as he was born with an 
abnormality which meant he 
was unable to swallow. 

In the shock of being 
transported into such an 
strange existence, spending 
hours and hours every day 
beside a narrow cot in an 
intensive care nursery, I won- 
dered vaguely about getting 
in touch with the chaplaincy 
team. But what would I say? 
I didn’t want to be asked 
about my faith, or whether I 
was able to pray. I didn’t 
want sympathy. Fortunately, 
I ran into Hedley Feast. He 
came many, many times, to 
stand by my son’s cot. Often, 



BY THE EDITOR 


he didn’t offer to 
pray but he just 
asked how we 
were. Sometimes 
we prayed togeth- 
er and once before 
a serious opera- 
jj tion he anointed 
Ned with oil. 

Often, the 
nurses told me - 
particularly 

when Ned was 

kept unconscious and paral- 
ysed for seven days after his 
operation - Hedley came in 
to see him when I couldn’t be 
there. Knowledge of his pres- 
ence in my absence was 
incredibly comforting. When 
I felt lost, unable to compre- 
hend why my child should 
suffer when others seemed to 
lead charmed lives, Hedley 
didn’t try and offer words of 
wisdom. He said instead, 
simply, that God was there. 
And Hedley’s presence 
helped me perceive God’s 
presence, in the blurred 
hours when Ned was at his 
most sick, and in his eventu- 
al recovery and release home. 
And Hedley’s ‘service’ to us 
didn’t end there - he has 
phoned, and recently attend- 
ed a celebration of Ned’s 
baptism with us. In the next 
few days we return to hospi- 
tal for yet another operation 
and I am thankful Hedley 
will still be there, just. 

How can the chaplaincy 
operate in this way on half 
the number of staff? How 
many sick, dying and their 
relatives will be left to ques- 
tion and suffer alone, without 
the comforting presence of a 
chaplain like Hedley? We 
know spiritual wholeness is 
closely allied to bodily health. 
What price can be put on a 
service which unites both? 


Continuing the debate: women bishops; faithful cities 


Women bishops 

I THINK many misunder- 
stand this issue and view it 
unwittingly through secular 
humanistic ideology. 

We learn from scripture 
that we were created in the 
image of God whom we 
know to be Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. We learn how 
we as men and women 
should relate by the way in 
which God relates to him- 
self. We know from scrip- 
ture that the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit are all equally 
God. Also we learn that 
they differ in function: the 
Son submits to the will of 
the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit brings glory to the 
Son. In other words they are 
equal in status but different 
in function. The functional 
hierarchy in the Trinity does 
not pose a problem for God, 
likewise it should not do for 
us created in that same 
image! But it does because 
of our rebellion and sinful- 
ness. 

When people call for 
women to be ordained as 
Bishops they either ignore, 
gloss over or re-interpret 
what the Church has taught 
from scripture over the cen- 
turies. Many argue that the 
New Testament teaching on 
men and women is cultural- 
ly bound to the 1st Century 
and therefore not relevant 
to today. Rarely do I hear 
people question their own 
presuppositions and grapple 
with the effect of a secular 
non-christian worldview on 
their thinking. 

Ultimately we can quibble 
about cultral influences on 
our thinking but we can not 
escape the nature of God the 
Holy Trinity in whose image 
we are created. 

David Little 


I’M not sure how you can 
logically argue against 
women becoming Bishops. 

Firstly, we have taken the 
step forward in ordaining 
women into the priesthood, 
so it seems only natural that 
they should progress to 
higher office. 

Secondly, there is no foun- 
dation in debating inferiori- 
ty. Only on physical 
strength can a man honestly 
claim he has superiority. In 
all other respects, I see no 
reason why man should 
claim anything other than 
equality. 

It is 2000 years since Jesus 
was around. He was quite 
radical as I read it, and man- 
aged to change history in a 
very short period of time. 
We don't dress the same 
way as he did, or live the 
same style of living. We 
managed to move on. But 
we seem unable to make a 
simple decision about some- 
thing which will happen 
anyway, once the male arro- 
gance gives way to common 
sense. 

We are ALL equal in 
God's eyes. 

Dennis Offer 

I AM not open to persuasion 
regarding this matter. I 
believe that God created 
men and women to be equal 
beings, that one should not 
be more important than the 
other. I believe that God is 
not prejudiced on race or 
religion so would not be 
prejudiced on gender either. 
I hope that women of the 
Church are given the respect 
and recognition that they 
truly deserve. 

Grainne Bourne 

MY work as an art therapist 
has helped me to understand 


the problems of people who 
have suffered trauma, par- 
ticularly those who have 
been sexually abused. 

In my experience it is the 
women within the churches 
who understand best how to 
help families who are in 
pain as a result of sexual 
abuse. It is to a woman that 
many wish to turn at such a 
time. However, women are 
not found at the highest lev- 
els in their Church. This can 
simply feel like more abuse. 

I chose to become an 
Anglican. I am a woman. I 
want to be represented by 
an Anglican Bishop who 
understands the spiritual 
and pastoral problems of 
the families of abused chil- 
dren and is willing to take a 
proactive stance. This is 
more likely to be a woman 
Bishop than a man. 

Christine Standing 

IN this changing modern 
world I feel quite comfort- 
able with women priests and 
by current contacts with a 
number of women vicars or 
priests in charge of parishes 
I have great admiration for 
the way that they have 
quickly become spritual 
leaders in our Christian 
faith. I do however feel that 
men should continue to fill 
the senior positions in the 
Church of England. 

Nick Whiteley 

I HAVE no doubt that God 
has created man and woman 
to be equal in most respects. 
There does however appear 
to be a clear spiritual pat- 
tern relating to marriage. 
The husband has an equal 
opportunity to form a view 
within marriage - just as his 
wife. However - the author- 


ity is always the husband's 
when a situation arises 
where a disagreement can- 
not be resolved. 

Here on Earth we are the 
spiritual Brides of Christ (if 
we are born of the Holy 
Spirit) awaiting our bride- 
groom. Leadership has to 
have the same pattern and 
the evidence in Scripture 
gives no weight to Bishops 
being women. I accept that 
cultures change - but is that 
because society becomes 
more distant from God and 
desensitisation affects our 
thinking? Gods word never 
changes - at least until all 
things have been fulfilled. 

We need to be careful to 
what spirit we are listening. 
The devil seeks to divide 
Christ's Church. I honestly 
hope and pray that the sim- 
ple Gospel of Jesus Christ 
will be upheld. 

People need to see Jesus in 
us united in love and not 
consumed by divisive theol- 
ogy. 

Jeremy Hassell 

I WAS sad to read the letter 
by Tom Benyon (Letters, 
September) against the 
Faithful Capital report. 

Surely it must shame all 
Christians that such a gap 
between rich and poor 
exists in this country. 
Wealth creators are to be 
admired, particularly the 
few who give to charity, but 
as a wealthy nation we 
should all be prepared to 
pay taxes to help those less 
fortunate than ourselves. 

Indeed I have heard the 
former Bishop of Oxford, 
Lord Harries tell us so and 
I know that many 
Christians would agree. 
Catherine Giles 
Witney, Oxon 


Thank you for your comments. The editor reserves the right to edit letters. All letters received can be read in full at: www.oxford.anglican.org 



Religious Intelligence 

Advertising Sales Representative 


Are you ambitious, hard-working, motivated and possessing a 
good knowledge of the church scene in the UK? We are looking 
for a creative and disciplined sales representative to join our team 
selling across a range of local, national and international religious 
publications from our offices in central London. Some experience 
would be an advantage, but a desire to succeed is more important. 

In the first instance please send your CV, together with an indica- 
tion 

of current salary, to: 

Colin Blakely, Publishing Director, Religious Intelligence Ltd, 

Fourth Floor, Central House, 142 Central Street, London, EC IV 
8AR, 

or by e-mail to colin.blakelv@churchnewspaper.com 

Religious Intelligence is an equal opportunities employer 

V J 


Riddle of the Month.... 

OF USE TO NO ONE 

Of no use to one Yet absolute bliss to two. The small boy 
gets it for nothing. The young man has to lie for it. The old 
man has to buy it. The baby’s right, The lover s privilege, 
The hypocrite’s mask. To the young girl, faith; To the mar- 
ried woman, hope; To the old maid, 

charity. 

Send your answers on a post card to The Door, Fourth Floor, Central 
House, 142 Central Street, London, EC IV 8AR. Or email us at 
competition@churchnewspaper. com 
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News 



Make it a warm welcome this November 

Finding my faith 

How Back to Church Sunday helped one man 


THE fresh coffee has just brewed, the home- 
made cakes are on the tables. There are neat- 
ly stacked welcome packs, ready to give out, 
and the church - warm and inviting - has just 
put on an easy-to-follow (normal, every- 
Sunday type) service with a few favourite 
hymns. 

That’s how Back to Church Sunday works. 
It is so simple, and yet so effective. Every 
member of the congregation takes part, 
thinking about a few people they would like 
to invite to join them on the 26 November, 
praying for them, and handing them (person- 
ally, if possible) a postcard invitation with the 


A NEW Christian fellowship will be founded 
on 29 September - the feast of St Michael and 
All Angels - aiming to attract members who 
wish to see their faith expressed more fully in 
the whole of their lives including the time 
spent at work, and in social and community 
activities. 

Called ‘Angels Anonymous’, the new fellow- 
ship is a form of network church for 
Christians at work, based on regular weekday 
meetings of small local groups at or near their 
places of work. Some members may see the 
networks as their main form of church. 
Others may remain members of traditional 
parish congregations, continuing to attend 
their regular Sunday worship, but also take 
part in ‘Angels* activities and group meetings. 

Angels Anonymous has been formed as a 
not-for-profit Company Limited By 
Guarantee, and has already applied to register 
as a Fresh Expression of church. Founding 
member, the Revd Peter Steddon, is the indus- 
trial chaplain for Oxford. He told the DOOR: 

‘This is an upside-down organisation, 
reflecting the upside-down Kingdom we seek 
to serve. Individual members are at the top, 
then local groups, then the wider 


‘Wish you were here’ logo on it. 

Other groups of people can also be invited: 
baptism parents and their children, church 
school parents and children, and past elec- 
toral roll members. Just as it’s so easy to get 
out of the habit of churchgoing, we can make 
it easy for everyone to return. It’s a great 
opportunity to put on a nurture course in 
January to help everyone learn more about 
their faith. 

Join us in this opportunity to reach out and 
share the Gospel with others in the Reading 
area. Still not sure? Ring Jo Loveridge on 
0118 983 4433 or email jloveridge@west- 
berks.org or Jane Manley on 0118 966 5288. 


fellowship.The principle behind our anonymi- 
ty is not secrecy, but humility: there are no 
experts, bosses, gurus or stars, and no 
‘‘archangels!”. 

We use Christian names within the fellow- 
ship. We are an every-member ministry, but 
we prefer to use the word service. The fellow- 
ship will be self-supporting from day one, 
seeking no external funding and owning no 
premises or other property. It will have no 
paid employees.’ 

Peter added: ‘Members are encouraged to 
work out a seven-point individual discipleship 
programme, with help from a mentor or soul- 
friend. This can be likened to a rule of life, or 
perhaps a spiritual workout, so each one has 
to be personal: it depends what your goals are 
and where you are starting the journey. And 
like a physical workout, it needs to be 
reviewed from time to time to take account of 
the progress, the personal growth taking 
place, and to line ourselves up behind what 
God is doing.’ 

Anyone interested in knowing more, 
becoming a member and/or forming a local 
group can obtain more information in the 
first instance by contacting Peter at: 
angels.anonymous@btinternet.com 


I EXPERIENCED a slow awakening of my 
faith. My family were not practicing 
Christians and I had not been baptised as an 
infant or child. I felt a terrible loss on the 
death of my mother in 2001 and could not 
really express my feelings, or explain what 
had happened to her to my two-year old 
daughter Alice. About four years later, in 
November 2005, an offer of the travelling 
crib came home with Alice from Rainbows. 
There was also a telephone number to find 
out more about the Christian faith. I ‘phoned 
the number and later had a long chat with the 
Reverend Jo about the faith and how my 
desire to be closer to God could be achieved. 
I explained to Jo that it felt as if I had a map 
in my head with where I was and where I 
wanted to be clearly marked, but all the land- 
marks and distinguishing features erased. 
Around this time, a fellow commuter and 
worshipper at St Nicholas let me know about 
‘back to Church day’ in November. In my 
case, it should have been called ‘to Church 
day’! 

We were welcomed warmly at St Paul’s, 
Wokingham on Sunday 20 November and 
have not looked back. 

I have since been baptised (pictured left). 
The day of my baptism started the same way 
as any other working day, with the commute 
to London. I left quite early and started to feel 
a little nervous about the service that evening. 
Fortunately I met with my sponsor on the 
way home that evening. We had run through 
the service with Father John on Saturday 
evening and had been shown where to stand 
as we were presented, but there still seemed to 
be an awful lot to keep on my ‘to do’ list. 

Arriving home that evening, I started to feel 
excited about the start of my Christian jour- 
ney and that I would become part of the fam- 
ily of the church, being reborn to a new life 
through Jesus Christ. I started to think about 
the significance of baptism and wondered 
what it must have been like when John bap- 
tised Jesus in the River Jordan. 

At Saint Paul’s that evening, there were so 
many friends and familiar faces, which was a 
real comfort. Father John introduced us all to 
Bishop Stephen and we busied ourselves with 


the practicalities of towels and changes of 
clothes, before taking our places at the front 
of the Church. By this time my excitement 
had turned to nervousness, which I was des- 
perately trying not to show to Alice and 
Emily. 

As the Mass got underway, I felt comforted 
by the familiar words of the Eucharist and 
was able to relax a little. When I was signed 
with the cross, I thought ‘this will never leave 
me now, I will always wear this mark’. The 
baptism itself was a wonderful, uplifting 
moment. To be completely immersed and rise 
up full of a new life in Christ filled me with a 
sense of elation. It was especially powerful for 
me as Bishop Stephen allowed me to remain 
in the font as Alice and Emily were baptised. 

After a quick change of clothes in the 
porch, I joined the other confirmation candi- 
dates to be presented. When I heard my spon- 
sor say ‘this is John’ I knew that another step 
on my faith journey was commencing. Karen 
and I were confirmed side by side, which was 
really special. 

We had joked in confirmation class about 
being clumsy when taking first communion 
and it was now that my nervousness came 
back. However I managed not to drop the 
chalice, or make any other silly mistake. The 
post communion hymn Jesu my Lord , my 
God my all , holds a special place in my heart 
and I was feeling emotional again as we sang 
it. 

At the end of the service, there were so 
many people to catch up with. Friends from 
St Paul’s and other churches and family had 
come to the service. Our younger daughter 
was feeling very tired by this time, however, 
so it was time to bid our farewells to St Paul’s 
for the night. 

The phrase ‘life changing’ is often used in 
advertising and the media, to such an extent it 
has become a cliche. My baptism and confir- 
mation was truly life changing, a day I will 
treasure forever. 

But it might never have happened if we 
hadn’t been encouraged ‘back to church’. 

John Foster now worships at St Paul's 
Wokingham 


r 




GIVING VOICE TO THE WORD 


We are a network of preachers, some experienced and some new to the 
7Z ~ II /' task> ordained and from different denominations and traditions, 

-111*1 - drawn together by a shared belief that good preaching matters, who 


PREACH ERS want to help each other fulfil their preaching ministry. 

We offer varied opportunities to enrich preaching: 

• open seminars and workshops for basic and more advanced preaching tuition 

t * our conferences, occasions to meet leading preachers, to attend workshops and to share 
fellowship and experiences with other preachers 
• regular resource material including articles, sermons and reviews 
• options for further study leading to a certificate or a masters degree in theology (preaching) 
• tutors with special skills in different aspects of preaching who can contribute Jo training 
programmes and events already planned 
• a website, with fresh regularly updated pages for members 

For more information please contact 

Karen Atkin, Administrator on 01778 422929 
or email: administrator@collegeofpreachers.org.uk or visit our website www.collegeofpTeachers.org.uk 




John Foster is baptised by the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Reading 

Upside-down 


angels 
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Feature 


Diocese online 


Advice and inspiration for Christians wanting to find their way 
around the internet, from our Diocesan webmaster Phil Hind 


Join our web drop-in session 

Don’t know your ASCII from your elbow? 
There will be a drop-in morning for absolute 
web novices on 20th October at Church 
House, Oxford. 

The sessions can cover any aspect of getting 
online and using the Internet, such as e-mail, 
using search engines, how to get the most out 
of our websites or how to get started on your 
own. 

We will start at 9.30, but please help us by 
booking a slot (01865 208262). 


What’s new on our website 



The Admission of children to Holy 
Communion is an exciting change within the 
Church of England and is an issue that 
involves discussion not just by the PCC, chil- 
dren and their parents but the whole congre- 
gation. 

These pages on our diocesan website put 
the issue in perspective and include common 
queries about the new regulations. Go to: 
www.oxford.anglican.org/children/commun- 
ion/ 

The expanded children’s section also 
includes updated information about Godly 
Play. 

www.oxford.anglican.org/children/godly- 

play/ 


There’s also a Harvest resource pack and- 
some suggested resources for alternatives to 
Halloween on www.oxford.anglican.org/chil- 
dren/seasons/ 


Updated home page 

Our home page now contains daily updated 
links to local and national news; recent addi- 
tions to the site; recent comments about 
pages on the website and forthcoming events. 
We have also added quick links to frequently 
asked questions, useful forms and documents 
and the vacancies list! See www.oxford.angli- 
can.org 

Don’t forget that you can get daily email 
alerts of new additions to the site. Just add 
your email address on our website. 

Apple has just announced a new range of 
ipods with ever increasing capacity for songs, 
videos and podcasts. 

Sermons on the move 

Many churches and individuals are putting 
their own talks and sermons on the net in 
downloadable form. For example locally, 
Abingdon Christ Church has added many 
recent talks to their website. Speakers include 
Martin Cavender and the Bishop of Reading, 
the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, and the series 
can be downloaded in mp3 format and added 
to an ipod or similar player. 

But if you haven’t got your mp3 player yet 
they can also be bought on tape. See 
www.parishes.oxford.anglican.org/abing- 
don/christchurch/ for more details. 

Also, If your church is doing something 
similar or would like to find out how to do so 
please get in touch. 


Helping each other 

The diocesan webmaster and communication 
team are keen to meet parish or deanery 
groups or individuals that are interested in 
expanding and developing their use of the 
internet. By identifying talented and imagi- 
native people in the diocese we can help each 
other to communicate better both locally, 
across the diocese and beyond. We’ve also 
created a forum to share thoughts and ideas 
at www.odbf.co.uk/discussions/> . 

We’d like to know about your sites, or 
ideas for sites, blogs and podcasts or just if 
you have an opinion about how we use, or 
how we ought to use the web. 


Find me a school 

Many parents will be selecting schools this 
month, the diocesan website contains a com- 
plete list of Church of England Schools in the 


diocese and an interactive map to help you 
find them. 

Each entry contains contact details for the 
school and a link to the most recent inspec- 
tion report where available. 
www.oxford.anglican.org/schools/map/ 



Get a grip on your mouse 

The Total Novices Guide to the Internet 

October 20th 2006 from 9.30am 

Diocesan Church House 
North Hinksey Lane 
Oxford 

For more information or to 
phone 01865 208262 



Beginning this issue, readers recall unusual events or encounters that have 
affected their journey in faith. If you have a story you would like to share, write 
to us at The DOOR, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 ONB or 
email us at D00R@oxford.anglican.org 

Faithful witness and firm friendship in Ascot 



I recently conducted the marriage of my youngest daughter in 

our parish church in South Ascot. 

What made the occasion particularly special was that she 
married a Hindu man. We had a very colourful congregation, 
with a number of ladies in beautiful saris. The bridegroom’s 
family and friends said how much they enjoyed the Christian 
service. They felt that we expressed the same things that they 
did, but in a different way. 

To be able to be married within the religious ceremony of a 
Church of England wedding meant a great deal to them. 

We then went on to have a Hindu ceremony, which our 
Christian friends thoroughly appreciated. 

The service was led by two pandits. One chanted the 
Sanskrit while the other gave a measured and beautiful inter- 
pretation and explanation. As families of the bride and groom 
we were very much involved in this ritual, Indeed, it could be 
said that this part of the day was about family, and bringing 
people together. 

As parents of the bride, my wife and I played a significant 
part. The couple had to make promises similar to those made 


in Church. But more was also said about the lifestyle expect- 
ed of them as a married couple. 

It was very moving for us to see the young couple leading 
each other around a fire to symbolise their life together. 

Outward symbolic actions do have profound and lasting 
meaning. 

The only sadness came from other guests who 
had been refused the ministry of their church 
when they had made 'mixed marriages I * * * * * 7 ... It 
seems strange to me that clergy will conduct 
marriages for non-believers but refuse a proper 
ministry to those who take faith seriously. 

We also enjoyed the next part of the day - the splendid 
Indian food and joyful celebration. 

I feel that the Christian and Hindu ceremonies complement- 
ed each other and there was a great sense of togetherness for 


noj.ioi rainiicretaion /n 


people of both faiths and none, in marking and celebrating the 
marriage of my daughter and her husband. 

The only sadness came from other guests who had been 
refused the ministry of their church when they had made 
‘mixed marriages’. They had been hurt that they had been 
denied the opportunity to both witness fully to their faith. 

One woman had been told that the husband must convert 
before the Church would do anything for them. Another had 
been offered a blessing ‘but no more’. 

It seems strange to me that clergy will conduct marriages for 
non-believers, but refuse a proper ministry to those who take 
faith seriously. 

The Oxford Diocesan Committee for Interfaith Concerns 
advocates faithful witness and firm friendship. At my daugh- 
ter’s wedding we were able, in the Christian service, to witness 
faithfully to Christ. Through the Hindu celebration we estab- 
lished some firm and lasting friendships. 

The Revd Sebastian Jones is the vicar of All Souls Church in 
South Ascot. 


jfii norh f ^qLu 
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Celebrating harvest 


Thinking about 
our food 

Why we need to use our buying power wisely 


If we 
use the 
excuse 
that we 
are far too husy to check 
labels as we seek out those 
two-for-one bargains and 
search for the cheapest deals 
as we shop for food we are 
endorsing the cheap-food 
policies the supermarkets 
encourage. 

Low prices for the con- 
sumer — low wages for the 
producer. 

Think about it. Our shop- 
ping basket really does make 
a statement and it’s not 
always a positive one. 

The products we buy to 
feed our families can say we 
care about our loved ones, 
the food producers and the 
environment or suggest we 
simply don’t bother about 
anything except our own des- 
perate need to get the shop- 
ping done as quickly as possi- 
ble. 

Pick up a cheap carton of 
eggs and we are saying yes 
to the wretched conditions 
in which battery hens are 
kept. 

Pick up a bargain ready- 
to-cook chicken that costs 
half the price of a free-range 
variety and we are also say- 
ing yes to the battery hen’s 
plight. 

We ignore the black bruis- 
es on its legs caused by the 
cramped conditions in which 
the poor creature eked out 
its few pitiful months, and 
cheerfully feed its soft white 
puffy flesh to our families 
with little (if any) regard for 
die chemicals that were 
pumped into the poor crea- 
ture to keep it alive. 

By reaching for a free- 
range chicken that costs 
twice as much our purse 
will be lighter, but we will 
have made a positive state- 
ment that benefits both 
chicken and those we feed. 

After all, there’s usually 
something in the shopping 
trolley we can do without to 
make up the difference, be it 
a glossy magazine, a tub of 
ice cream or that extra 
packet of biscuits. 

Money can also be saved 
by thinking twice when buy- 
ing those little extras to 
complete the meal. The 
packet of stuffing mix for 
instance, which can so easily 
be made at home from a lit- 
tle stale bread that would 
have otherwise been thrown 
away. Even the instant gravy 


granules 
aren’t nec- 
essary once 
you learn 
to create your own gravy 
from the meat juices left in 
the pan. 

Then there are those 
fancy bags of salad leaves. 
Next time you shop take a 
moment to weigh a real let- 
tuce and you will find that 
those trendy assortments of 
leaves, kept fresh by artifi- 
cial means are costing dou- 
ble that of a whole lettuce. 
And, if you purchase a let- 
tuce at a farm shop or a 
Farmers Market you can be 
confident that it’s really 
fresh and has not flown 
thousands of miles to get 
here having been grown in 
an Italian polytunnel. 

You may feel smug about 
picking up some of those 
two-for-one items but who 
do you think pays the real 
price for your bargain - it’s 
certainly not the supermar- 
kets. It’s the producer who is 
being squeezed into offering 
this bargain in the vain 
promise that this promotion 
will pay for itself in the end. 
It doesn’t of course. Most 
shoppers are hungry for bar- 
gains - not quality foods. 
When that offer ends, shop- 
pers simply seek out the next 
one. Any memory of the pre- 
vious offer is forgotten in the 
rush to pack away yet anoth- 
er supermarket shop. 

Then there are the 
bananas, the chocolate, 
cocoa powder and coffee. 
Gravitating towards a known 
brand is so easy, why bother 
to seek out Fairtrade goods? 

Actually, it really isnvorth 
the bother and the time. 
Every Fairtrade item pur- 
chased makes a positive 
impact on the life of a 
farmer somewhere in the 
Third World struggling to 
send their children to school. 

All we have to do is spend 
a few extra minutes check- 
ing the goods we buy and 
we will have made a real 
difference to both the 
Fairtrade producers and our 
own farmers who struggle 
against great odds to make 
ends meet. 

Next time you pick up a 
bargain just ask yourself 
who is paying the real price 
- the producers, the animals, 
the environment or you. 

Perhaps that will be 
enough to motivate you to 
think twice about real food. 


By Helen Peacocke 
Food writer for The Oxford Times 


Cook up an ethical meal 

f 

Our guest cookery writer Helen Peacocke, food writer 
with the Oxford Times, has cooked up a recipe specially 
for our churches to use at their harvest suppers this 
year. Using ingredients which are all available locally or 
from fairtrade sources, this harvest pie with pumpkin 
sauce will ensure that this years 7 harvest festival is a 
celebration for producers and consumers alike. 

Harvest Pie (Serves 12) 



WHAT better way of celebrating the harvest than by baking a pie stuffed with all those glorious autumn vegetables we are 
harvesting at the moment. 

Although I have listed the ingredients used for the pie (pictured right) this recipe allows for improvisation. In other words, 
use the given weights as a guide but don’t let the list restrict you. Nothing need be weighed providing the pie contains a good 
variety of flavours and you have gathered together enough vegetables to fill an average roasting dish. Jacket potatoes or 
sweet potatoes make a good accompaniment to the pie. 


i 


You will need: 

One pumpkin weighing approximately 4 to 5 lb 
One Bramley apple, peeled, cored and cut into slices 
12 shallots - peeled but left whole 
4 large carrots cut into chunks 
4 parsnips cut into chunks 
Two potatoes peeled and cut into chunks 
4 courgettes rough chopped 
3 garlic cloves cut into quarters 
Handful mushrooms - more if you wish 
2 leeks rough chopped 

Method 

Make up short crust pastry, cover with cling film and place in 
the fridge to rest until needed. Then: 

Chop the pumpkin into slices, peel and remove the seeds 
then cut into walnut-sized pieces. Place one-third into a roast- 
ing tray with enough oil to coat the bottom. 

Scatter one quartered garlic clove round the tray, add the 
apple pieces, brush with a little more oil, season with salt and 
freshly ground black peppercorns and place into a really hot 
oven to roast until the contents begin to brown at the edges. 
(230’C/450’F or gas mark 8) 

Cover the bottom of the second roasting tray with oil and 
add the rest of the pumpkin and all the other vegetables, scat- 
tering garlic cloves evenly. Brush with oil, season and bake 
until golden brown. 


Generous handful herbs - marjoram, thyme and parsley - 
chopped finely 
Vegetable oil 

One tspn vegetable bouillon powder 
Salt and freshly ground black peppercorns. 

Enough short crust pastry to cover a 12 x 15 inch roasting 
tin - lOozs flour and 5ozs margarine should be enough. 

1 egg - beaten to wash pastry 

2 standard roasting trays approximately 12 inches by 15. 


When the first tray is cooked, allow to cool a little then 
place contents into a food processor with a teaspoon of veg- 
etable bouillon, half the chopped herbs and approximately 
three wine glasses of water. Process until you have a smooth 
running sauce, adding more water if needed. Season to taste. 

When the second tray of vegetables is cooked and brown- 
ing, remove from oven, scatter the remaining herbs over, then 
cover the vegetables with the sauce, reserving any left over to 
pour over each portion when serving. Allow to cool a little 
before covering with the pastry. 

Decorate the pastry as elaborately as you wish as this is a 
celebratory dish, then brush pastry with beaten egg. 

Place in the hot oven (200’C/400’F or gas mark 6) Cook 
until golden brown and bubbling at the edges. 

Cut into 12 portions and serve with any remaining sauce. 



Harvest 

resources 

OVERSEAS development 
charity Harvest Help is 
offering churches free 
resources for this year’s har- 
vest festival. Harvest Help 
says its Seeds of Hope pack 
contains everything a con- 
gregation needs to celebrate 
the fruitfulness of God’s cre- 
ation at harvest time, but 
also remember those for 
whom agricultural produc- 
tion is literally a matter of 
life or death. 

To find out more about 
the Seeds of Hope resource 
write to Harvest Help, 3-4 
Bakery Row, Wellington, 
Telford, TFi iPS, or tele- 
phone 01952 260699. 
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Celebrating harvest 


for your harvest supper 





Perfect for a harvest supper: Helen Peacocke's special recipe for DOOR readers. 


How harvest suppers could 
bridge the urban - rural divide 


bv Glvn Evans, Rural Officer 
for the Diocese 

RECOGNISING the differ- 
ence between living an urban 
way of life and a country 
way of life is as old as the 
hills. Aesop knew of the dif- 
ferences that existed living in 
the town and living in the 
country when he wrote his 
fable Town Mouse, Country 
Mouse 2,500 years ago. 
Koznyshev and Levin reflect- 
ed on the different approaches 
to the countryside in Part 
three of Tolstoy’s Anna 
Karenina. 

Several years ago the 
Oxfordshire Farmers Forum 
began hosting a series of 
annual farm visits to help 
encourage people in the 
urban church understand a 
little better what was hap- 
pening in the countryside. 

This idea has been taken 
up more recently by an 
organisation called LEAF, 
Linking Environment And 
Farming which will in 
October hold a pilot project 
in the South East to invite 
people who normally don’t 
get an opportunity to do so 
to visit and hear about farm- 
ing issues. 


One way to foster those 
links is through the agricul- 
tural festivals. Rural church- 
es do harvest festivals well 
and have an opportunity to 
use the harvest celebration, 
worship and supper, as a 
shop window to show off 
rural themes. If you are in a 
deanery of both rural and 
urban churches why not 
arrange a deanery harvest 
service in a rural setting? 
Hold an Act of Worship, per- 
haps on a farm and preceded 
with a farm walk, with the 
traditional elements of har- 
vest sung about and farming 
explored and explained. 

The Farm Crisis Network 
have produced an excellent 
resource this year which can 
be used as a powerpoint 
presentation or as display 
material to accompany the 
worship; follow that up with 
a harvest supper of local 
food - bread made from 
local Oxfordshire flour - 
there is a a range of ideas for 
local food produce available 
in the Berkshire, Bucks and 
Milton Keynes and 
Oxfordshire Food Guide 
(www.local-food.net). Or 
maybe there’s a local farm 


shop to which you could 
take a small group in 
advance to buy the food, and 
then they could tell the story 
of their visit as part of the 
worship presentation. Follow 
up the with a bam dance. 

Make this an opportunity 
to build links, build social 
capital, enjoy fellowship, 
reconnect people to each 
other and bridge that so- 
called urban rural divide. 

A prayer About Urban Rural 
divide 

Loving and eternal God, we 
know that in your sight there 
is no division between urban 
and rural, for all the world is 
one to you. Forgive our short- 
sightedness and help us to 
remember our connectedness, 
and need of each other. For 
city dweller and villager, con- 
sumer and producer are all 
one in your sight, all are pre- 
cious to you. Help us to build 
bridges of understanding so 
that together we can enjoy 
your creation. 

Bringing Food to the Table - 
Harvest resources for connecting 
urban and rural communities 
- Churches Regional Commission 
for Yorkshire and the Humber 


WIN a box 
of harvest 
vegetables 

Answer the simple question 
below and win your parish a 
box of delicious seasonal 
vegetables to use in its har- 
vest supper Harvest Pie. 

The tasty organic vegeta- 
bles are being generously 
donated by The Organic 
Farm Shop. Based at 
Holdshott Farm, Heckfield, 
on the border of Berkshire 
and Hampshire, The shop 
sells locally produced, main- 
ly organic meat and vegeta- 
bles as well as fish, cheese 
and much more. It also 
offers local delivery and a 
mail order service. Call 
0118 032 6650. 

You will need to look to 
your Bible for the answer to 
our Harvest Pie question 
which is: Why is the mus- 
tard seed like the Kingdom 
of Heaven? 

Answers must reach us 
please by 6 October. Send 
them in to The DOOR 
Harvest Pie Quiz, Diocesan 
Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 
ONB, or by email at 
Door@oxford.anglican.org 


Make children’s harvest 
thoughts last all year 

Bv Jennv Hvson 

Asked to donate food for the school or church Harvest 
Festival, lots of us head straight to the kitchen cupboard for 
a tin of peaches or some instant soup. This isn’t wrong - 
indeed often tins and packets are preferred as they are less 
perishable than fresh produce. But how does this affect the 
way our children think of harvest time? Will their thoughts 
be of shelf life and packaging, rather than nature’s cycle of 
growth and harvest and its importance to food production? 
Here are some activities for helping ‘earth’ our children 
again. For helping them to connect the food they eat, 
whether fresh or tinned, with the process that takes place in 
the soil around them all year, each year: 

Who's who? 

Collect a whole range of seeds and berries, from rice, sun- 
flowers, pumpkin, melons, sweetcorn, beans and acorns to 
rose hips and elderberries. 

Cut out pictures of the plants they come from and place 
these on a table or the floor. 

With the children, examine the seeds looking at their 
range of colours, size and texture. Talk about when you 
might plant them and what they will require to grow into 
big, strong plants. Think who they might be eaten by - peo- 
ple, birds, animals? 

Enjoy a game of matching the seeds to the pictures you 
have provided. 

Just a handful of rice... 

Here you can use rice to introduce discussion about coun- 
tries where food is not abundant and easily obtained. 

Give each child a small handful of uncooked rice and let 
them feel the weight, size and texture. 

Ask do they like rice, then go on to discuss how, in many 
lands today, a handful of rice is the staple diet of children 
and adults alike. 

Discuss how it is vital for little seeds to grow into strong 
healthy plants, if those who plant them are to survive. 

Think how, when they are planted, so much hope rests on 
their successful growth, to provide a harvest for food and 
money. Think how the seeds need to be protected and nur- 
tured if they are to grow to their full potential. 

You could draw on harvest resources from Christian Aid - 
Seeds of Potential - or from Harvest Help (see p9 panel) 
which also this year reflect the importance of the seed. 

A year-round concern... 

Looking at seeds helps us to focus on the fact that the dif- 
ference between a good growing year and a bad one can be 
a matter of life or death for those who work the land. 

It also helps us appreciate that from seed to harvest is a 
process that goes on all year, from preparing the soil to 
planting the seeds and nurturing them, with the help of ade- 
quate rainfall, into healthy crops, before harvesting to make 
food. So much rests on that little seed. 

Prayer and plants... 

This last activity is designed to help children remember to 
pray for good harvests all over the world, not just at harvest 
festival but all year round. 

Give your group a small square of rough-hewn recycled 
paper each and ask them to write a prayer or hope for a 
good harvest. 

Then ask them to fold the paper and place it in the bot- 
tom of a small plant pot. 

Let them 'fill the pot with soil and plant a bulb or seed 
and promise to water it regularly and keep it somewhere 
light and warm where it can flourish. 

As the plant slowly pokes its shoots through the soil, then 
continues to grow and eventually flower, it will act as a reg- 
ular reminder to its cultivator of the miracle of growth in 
nature that takes place each year, and of the need for all of 
us to nurture its progress. It will help us to remember the 
‘seeds of hope’ planted by people all over the world to keep 
them from being hungry. 

fenny Hyson is the Children's Adviser for the Diocese of 
Oxford. 
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Change 
in Africa 
is 

possible 

One year on from G8 and Live8 
it is all too easy to believe that 
poverty in Africa will never be 
beaten when we constantly hear of 
unfulfilled promises, drought and 
hunger. 

However, a recent visit to the UK 
by Fred Muchindu, a subsistence 
farmer from Southern Zambia 
called on UK churches to believe 
that change in Africa is possible. 

During his first ever visit out of 
his country Fred Muchindu used 
events in London, Bath, Shropshire 
and York, organised by overseas 
development charity Harvest 


Help, to tell supporters that 
he was living proof that 
change could happen just 
by using simple methods to 
improve lives. 

“Five years ago I had noth- 
ing; food was a problem, 
clothes were a problem, 
school was a problem,” said 
Fred, “now I am a success- 
ful, professional farmer able 
to stand on my own two 
feet and support my family. 

I have moved from nothing 
to something and all thanks 
to the work of Harvest 
Help.” 


up until poverty in rural Africa is 
over.” He used his tour and the 
parable of the Good Samaritan to 
plead for more long-term support 
for Africa, urging people in the UK 
not to pass by on the other side. 

To encourage more churches to 
support long-term poverty reduc- 
tion in Africa, Harvest Help has 
produced a free resource pack for 
congregations, called Seeds of 
Hope. Seeds of Hope contains ser 

mon notes, service and music ideas 
as well as details of the charity’s 
work, fundraising and children’s 
activities. 


The pack and the work of Har- 
vest Help have been endorsed by 
well-known minister and broad- 
caster, Revd Dr. Colin Morris. He 
said: “As a long term supporter 
of Harvest Help and a minister in 
Zambia for many years I have seen 
what poverty means in African 
communities and how effective 
Harvest Help’s work can be. This 
is a harvest you can celebrate by 
transforming lives!” 

To order your free copy of Seeds 
of Hope or to find out more about 
Harvest Help, call 01952 260699, 
visit www.harvesthelp.org or write 
to the charity at 3-4 Old Bakery 
Row, Wellington, Telford, TF1 
IPS. 


“There are many 
thousands of 
families who can share 
similar 

stories across rural 
Africa.” 

Harvest Help, which has been 
working in rural Africa for more 
than 20 years, say Fred’s story is 
not unusual. Kevin Lawrence, from 


Harvest Help, said: “. Fred serves 
as a powerful reminder that long 
term, sustainable change is possi- 
ble and can transform lives.” 

“There are many thousands of 
families who can share similar 
stories across rural Africa. Whilst 
Fred is exceptional in having the 
opportunity to leave his farm, 
come to the UK and share what 
has happened to him, changes such 
as he describes are more common 
than many would think. 


“Long term sustainable 
development does not 
tend to grab the head- 
lines like natural disas- 
ters and emergency aid, 
but it is highly effective 
and can go a long way 
to giving poor com- 
munities the confidence 
and skills they need to 
deal with their problems 
themselves without con- 
stantly seeking interna- 
tional aid.” 


Fred and his family are 
now no longer depend- 
ent on Harvest Help; he 
is a self sufficient and 
self-reliant farmer, shar- 
ing his new found skills 
with other families in 
his area. He went on to 
encourage the audienc- 
es, “ I was able to break 
the poverty chain with a 
hoe, please do not give 
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We believe in... 

• Development of the Individual 

Driven by a passion to nurture each pupil 
as a unique individual 

• Dynamic and Exciting Environment 

A place for pupils to learn and grow - happy 
pupils succeed 

• Creating Opportunities 

We provide a broad and lively curriculum, plus a 
wide range of sporting and extra curricular activities 

• Excellence in all areas 

Our pupils have an impressive record of 
academic achievement 

• Value for Money 

Excellent value added and regular investment, to provide 
state of the art facilities, including £1.8M new building 


Contact Jayne Green on 01 235 524658 to arrange a visit. 

Bursaries and scholarships available. 

Our Lady's Convent Senior School, Radley Road, Abingdon. 0X14 3PS 
Web: www.olcss.org.uk Email: office@olcss.org.uk 


OUR 

LADY'S 

M 


CONVENT 

SENIOR 

SCHOOL 
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SCHOOL :) 


Christ Church Cathedral School 


* m I 
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OPEN MORNING 

Saturday 1 4 October 
10.00 am to 1 2 noon 

CATHEDRAL CHORISTERS 
Choral Scholarships worth up to 
£8000 in boarding fees 


Does your son have a good voice and 
show an interest in music? If so, why 
not come and visit us? 


(01865) 242561 
Email: registrar@cccs.org.uk 
www.cccs.org.uk 


The /ong and the short of it - from IZi to 13 


THE 


i>F ENGLAND 
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r . 


If you are purchasing this 
subscription for someone else, please 
give YOUR name and address below (we 
will notify the recipient that this comes as a 
gift from you): 

Name: 

Address: 


Telephone: 

Postcode:.. 

Signature:. 


Annual Subscription rates: 

UK £55 (€85) • Pensioners: £40 UK only 
Students: £30 • Europe: £70 (€110), 
Rest of World: £85 (US $160) 


Take out an annual subscription to The Church of England 
Newspaper today and take advantage of our special rates. 

Since 1828 The Church of England Newspaper has been keeping our readers informed 
about the church. 

Now you can have it delivered to your home every week. 

I wish to pay by cheque □ credit card □ debit card □ other □ 

Please make cheques out to Religious Intelligence Ltd 

□ I enclose £ ($ ) or I authorise you to debit my Account with the amount of 

£ ($ )• 

Card number: Expiry Date: / / / / 

Issue No: Valid from: / Security Code: 

OR: you may tranfer funds direct to our Bank Account: 

Sort Code: 20-57-06 


Account No: 10298034 Account Name: Religious Intelligence Ltd 


Name:. 


Address: 

Postcode: 

Daytime telephone no: E-mail address: 

Signature: 

Simply fill in the form and send it to Jennifer Muwonge, Religious Intelligence Ltd, 

Central House, 142 Central Street, London, EC1V 8AR 
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News 


Will you stand please? 

From Australia to Malawi to the Philippines, people seeking an end to global poverty are preparing to 'Stand Up Against Poverty' on 15 
and 16 October. Will you join them? 


Bv Maranda St John Nicolle 
THE ‘stand up’ action, 
organized by GCAP, the 
international campaigning 
network for which Make 
Poverty History was the UK 
platform, takes place from 
11:00 am BST on Sunday 15 
October to 11:00 am BST 
the next day. 

To join in, groups are 
asked to rise from a sitting 
or kneeling position to a 
standing one and remain 
standing for one minute 
while an official “Stand Up” 
pledge is read. All can partic- 
ipate; if 

physically standing is diffi- 
cult or impossible, a symbol- 
ic action, such as raising a 
hand or waving a flag, can be 
substituted. 


The aim is to get large 
numbers of people standing 
together in solidarity so that 
world leaders can see that 
global poverty is still an issue 
that people care about. 

Churches can incorporate 
the action into a service or 
make it a special event. If 
you participate, please count 
the number of people stand- 
ing and email the numbers in 
to tallen@bond.org.uk to be 
included in the UK total. For 
full instructions for partici- 
pating, as well as resources 
for a “Stand Up” service, go 
to www.bond.org.uk/cam- 
paign/toolkit or call CCOW, 
on 01865 378059. 

Maranda St John Nicolle is 
the co-ordinator for CCOW 


The Pledge 

COULD I ask you all please to Stand Up Against Poverty. 

(People stand) 

We stand here proudly as members of the generation that intends to defeat extreme poverty. 

We cannot stay seated when a child born in a poor country today will die 30 years earlier than a child born in a wealthy one: 
when tens of thousands of people die unnecessarily every day. 

And we stand up because we are asking not for charity but justice - we know, that in our names, world leaders have made 
mighty promises to bring this to an end - they are called the Millennium Development Goals. What is needed is the political 

will to achieve and exceed these goals - so we are on our feet to say - 

To the leaders of the wealthy countries - be great - fight to keep your promises - debt cancellation, more and better aid, and 
trade rules that help fight poverty - you know what needs to be done - do it. 

We also stand before the leaders of poorer countries to say - be great - make it your first responsibility to save the lives of 

your poorest citizens. We ask you to achieve real transparency and accountability in how money is spent, to tackle inequality, 
to root out corruption. You know what needs to be done. Do it. 

We wish to set a record today of the number of people standing up to demand action on poverty - but the record we really 
want to break is the world’s record of breaking promises and just ignoring the poor. We don’t want record numbers of people 
dying of poverty every year for the rest of our lives. 

(Insert local message here) 

We are six billion Voices. We want justice now. No more excuses. We will not stand for them. 



Mind the 

There is still time to support One 
World Week this year from 22-29 
October. Resources this year take the 
theme of Mind the Gap - between win- 
ners and losers. 

The charity hopes the information 
and activities for its One World Week 
challenge will help change people’s 
minds and shrink the gaps that our 
own lifestyles and the actions of those 
with power threaten to create. As usual 


gap this 

the week encompasses United Nations 
Day on 24 October. 

A spokesman said: ‘One World Week 
is your opportunity to join a worldwide 
movement of people who believe we 
can do something about global poverty. 
The charity builds relationships of 
mutual respect that cross boundaries, 
so that all may enjoy fullness of life and 
justice in our shared world.’ 

The 2006 Action Kit contains infor- 


October 

mation, stories, pictures, games and 
activities to help groups and individuals 
take action for a fairer world. 

To find out more see the One World 
Week website www.oneworldweek.org 
or telephone 0118 939 4933. 

The charity is sponsored by the mem- 
bers of the Churches World 
Development Network and is a member 
of the Development Education 
Association. 


Recipe by our cookery writer Ann Way 


Autumn Pudding . 

October is such a beautiful month. We often get a lovely mild 
spell of golden weather at this time. There is a special joy 
about waking early and seeing the hedges covered with dew 
and a million spider webs glistening with diamond drops in 
the sunlight and all the autumn colours glowing with the bril- 
liance of an artist’s palette. Many trees and bushes are often 
heavy with nuts and fruit and the fields are host to delicious 
mushrooms. 

As a child it was an Autumn treat for me to go and stay at 
the home of my Godfather near Dorking. He used to take us 
out early in the morning to gather mushrooms in the fields 
nearby and we would eat them with crispy bacon for break- 
fast. Another childhood memory was gathering blackberries 
on the common near 
where we lived. My 
mother would make 
delicious blackberry 
puddings. The pud- 
ding in this issue is a 
cross between the 
fruity summer pud- 
dings I loved so and a 
bread and butter pud- 
ding, another 

favourite. My family 
like it - 1 hope you do 


Ingredients 

About 1 lb of mixed Autumn fruits (eg plums, greengages, 
damsons, blackberries, apples and Autumn raspberries) 

2 or 3 slices of lightly buttered bread 
5 oz caster sugar 
1 large egg 

1 rounded teaspoon cornflour 

200 ml carton of half-fat creme fraiche or soured cream 
A little grated nutmeg. 


Method 

Stew the mixed fruit with 4 oz of the sugar and a little water 
until all the fruit has softened slightly. 

Place in a pie dish large enough to allow the bread and custard 
topping. 

Cut up enough buttered bread to fit over the fruit so that it is all 
covered. 

Beat the egg with the creme fraiche and the last 1 oz of sugar 
and the flour until it is smooth and creamy, pour over the pie dish, 
spreading it evenly over the top of the bread. 
Sprinkle with a little nutmeg. 

Cook in the bottom half of the oven at about 180c, 350f or gas 
4 until the topping is pale and golden and firm - approximately 
45 minutes. 




The most comprehensive and 
useable source of information 
about the diocese ever produced 


The Oxford Diocesan 
Year Book 2006/2007 


* Lists of chaplains and 
other non-parochial clergy 


*Information about the 
Central Services provided 
by Church House depart- 
ments 


*Legal information about 
day to day parish issues 


*Information about church 
facilities including chil- 
dren's and youth work , and 
facilities for the visually 
impaired and the disabled. 


* Contact details for 
parish clergy , 
churchwardens 
and other officers 


The Year Book costs just £1 1 (plus 
£2.75 p&p). Download an order 
form or order online at: 
www.oxford.anglican.org/ yearbook 
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World Church 


Highs and lows of ministry in South Africa 

From Berkshire to the Northern Cape and back - the last year has been an 'absolutely fantastic 
and life-changing experience on so many levels' says the Revd Paul Cowan. Amid the packing cases 
and chaos of the family's return to the UK he has found time to tell DOOR readers about some of 
the highlights (and horrors) of life and ministry in South Africa. 


ITS hard to know how to give a fair picture 
of the amazing 12 months since the end of my 
curacy at All Saints Church, Wokingham, last 
year and our family’s subsequent decision to 
take up an offer from the Diocese of Oxford 
for a secondment to its link partner diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman (K and K). 

We found South Africa a fascinating, beau- 
tiful country with, possibly, the most complex 
society in the world and were delighted to 
make meaningful friendships with people 
from all walks of life in Kimberley which 
helped us, bit by bit, to appreciate something 
of the history and also of the country today. 
Our sons, Samuel and Joel, settled amazingly 
well into their English speaking nursery 
school where they learned a good deal of 
Tswana and Afrikaans. On one occasion it 
took our amused guests to explain that our 
boys were joking about ‘bums’ and ‘farting’ in 
Tswana! 


Hannah and I found the political, cultural, 
and economic situation intriguing, often con- 
fusing, challenging, depressing, sometimes 
shocking, and always complex and multi-lay- 
ered. Apartheid is over and democracy is here, 

When I drove from Johannesburg 
to Kimberley I saw thousands of 
small corrugated iron houses with 
roofs held down by stones and chil- 
dren playing in the dust with little 
to wear. 

but an end to deep-seated prejudice and a 
sense of equality and social justice still often 
seemed to us a long way off. 

Clearly there remains a massive divide 
between the ‘haves’ and the ‘have-nots’. When 
I flew into Johannesburg I looked down on 
massive housing estates in which every house 



Paul found that there remains a massive divide between 'the haves and the have-nots 7 in SA. 


was big and had a swimming 
pool. When I drove from 
Johannesburg to Kimberley I 
saw thousands of small corru- 
gated iron houses with roofs 
held down by stones, and chil- 
dren playing in the dust with 
little to wear. 

We were also shocked at how 
regularly and unashamedly we 
heard racist comments made. I 
suppose it was naive to think 
that decades of apartheid 
would become invisible within 
10 years. 

Many of my vocational/pas- 
toral experiences were intense 
and upsetting and left me feel- 
ing angry and impotent. To 
give you just an inkling: I visit- 
ed young people in hospital 
who had tried to kill themselves and of the 
two funerals I did during the year both were 
suicides by young mothers in their early twen- 
ties. 

I also visited in hospital a seven-year-old 
girl raped by a stranger. The doctors said she’s 
unlikely ever to be able to have children and if 
she wasn’t already HIV positive, she may well 
be now. I felt so angry, upset and sick to my 
core, but the rape didn’t even make the local 
news! 

I met and got to know a number of people 
at various stages in their battle with HIV /Aids 
(in SA there is an infection every 15 seconds - 
a 20-fold increase in the last seven years to 
four million in a population of 42m). 

There is enormous suffering, people are vul- 
nerable and life is way too cheap for the poor. 
My ministry and sermons were a tricky bal- 
ance between sharing honestly my first 
impressions and admitting that ray knowledge 
is limited, and also saying something about 
God’s call for social justice and his heart for 



Paul Cowan and family on secondment to our link diocese. 


the poor. 

I was also quick to point out that we in the 
Northern Hemisphere have no reason to feel 
superior with our record on trade rules and 
debt relief, our ‘global apartheid’. With this 
context in mind, it was not surprising that 
Anglicans of the diocese have had little inter- 
est or, for most, no knowledge of the homo- 
sexuality debate that has continued over here. 

But that is not the note I want to end on. 
Among the many challenges it has been a truly 
inspiring year for us, and for me vocationally, 
a steep and rewarding learning curve. 

We will miss all the dear friends we have 
made, the fun, joy and generosity we have 
experienced, sun and blue sky, the vast, dry 
open expanses of the Northern Cape’s 
veldt. We gave a lot but were given back more, 
so a huge thank you to the Diocese and par- 
ticularly the link committee for this opportu- 
nity. 

Paul Cowan is now at St George’s, 'Wash 
Common, near Newbury. 


Reading teenagers help orphans 


Bv Tom Evans 
At St Laurence’s church in Reading, we have 
been learning how much young people have 
to give and beginning to understand how crit- 
ical it is to give them opportunities to be 
involved in mission, letting them use and 
develop the skills God has given them. 

An opportunity this summer came in the 
form of a 10-day mission trip with Jenny 
Lambert who has organised work parties and 
visits to orphanages in Bulgaria for six years, 
and set up the charity ReachOut Bulgaria, 
which works to improve the physical environ- 
ment and standard of care for children in five 
different orphanages near the capital Sofia. 

Myself, three other adults from our church, 
and 10 young people from our church com- 
munity spent four months praying, planning 
and fundraising for the trip. And, from our 
first day in Dupnitsa orphanage we could see 
why Jenny has felt so drawn to this work. 
Rob, 17, writes: ‘Bulgaria has poverty, hunger 
and deprivation, and orphanages that are sim- 
ply appalling. The first orphanage we visited 
didn’t look good, but was actually one of the 
best. Despite the lack of care that was avail- 


able to the children in this orphanage it was 
obvious that the older children were fulfilling 
parental roles.’ 

We cleaned, scrubbed, and painted for three 
days and by the time we left the orphans had 
all re-arranged their bedrooms, and tidied and 
put up posters and photos on their walls - it 
was obvious that they had started to take 

Children were staying three to a 
bed, sleeping on springs. A group 
of us painted the play equipment 
while others spent all their time 
with the children. 

pride in their surroundings and this encour- 
aged us. Rachael, 17 recalls: ‘During our days 
there we all made a great bond with the chil- 
dren, while we were there they smiled and 
were so happy to have some attention.’ 

It was hard to leave but we had four days of 
work in another orphanage which turned out 
to be extremely challenging. 

Disabled children are nearly all in State care 


in Bulgaria. We found the 
word ‘care’ to be inappropri- 
ate: As Rob describes: ‘Gorna 
Koznitsa is a home for chil- 
dren with disabilities. Children 
of all ages into their late teens 
wandered around using 
jumpers as trousers, or naked 
from the waist down, covered 
in their own excrement, 
streaks of it across their faces, 
flies crawling across their skin. 

Children were staying three to 
a bed, sleeping on springs. A group of us 
painted the play equipment while the others 
spent all their time with the children.’ 

This place was simply awful, the children 
were desperate for stimulation, care and 
attention and the team worked and loved 
incredibly hard over the following days. 

Hannah, 14 says: ‘ I loved seeing the chil- 
dren’s smiling faces on the last day when we 
gave them a small bag of presents each. How 
could such a small thing make such a differ- 
ence?’ 



The children were desperate for care and attention. 


We left feeling that we had made a small 
difference, but conscious of the desperate cir- 
cumstances in which these children live. Laura 
and Julie write: ‘Since coming back from 
Bulgaria we have learnt not to take what we 
have for granted and to appreciate things 
more.’ 

As Bulgaria prepares to join the EU in 2007 
orphanages are being closed, and the remain- 
ing orphanages are increasingly overloaded, 
reducing the already depressingly low level of 
care and attention. We are praying. 


.ool 
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Advertising Feature to advertise ring: 020 7417 5833 


Please mention 
this newspaper 
when replying 
to advertisers 


Business 

Opportunities 


Aloe Vera distributors 
and customers are 
required 

in your area for exploding 
healthcare market. 

Call Andrea at 
01424 712193 to join. 


Church 

Furniture 



FOR A FREE CATALOGUE 
TEL 01494 67 60 60 
FAX 01494 67 81 81 

64 LONDON END 
BEACONSFIELD 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HP9 2JD 


Kingsmark 



• Factory direct prices 

• Wide choice of wooden and 

metal chairs 

• Samples always available 


FREEPHONE 
0800 374232 


www.kingsmark.co.uk 
Kingsmark Furniture Limited 
Railway Street, Great Bridge, Tipton, 
West Midlands, DY4 7 AD 


piw A 

Contact us for 
expert advice 
and quotation 

AYR UPHOLSTERY LTD 
62Viewfield Road, Ayr 
Tel: 0845 094 0495 

k Email: info@ayruphoistery.com j 


Church Supplies 



Fundraising 


By Christians . * . for Christians . . . 
EXCELLENCE IN BONE CHINA 

MUGS 

PLATES, THIMBLES 

for Fund-raising and 

Christian Outreach 
also FRAMED PRINTS, and 
Teatoweis, Bookmarks, Pens, 
Pencils, Coasters, etc., all with 
superb co-ordinated design 

CHOWN CHINA 

0 1 209 713361 chown@chownchina.co.uk 

www.chownchina.co.uk 


Upholstery 


Traditional Upholstery 
Gienie Upholstery 

Specialised in antique upholstery 
restoration. Free consultation/estimates. 

Rabea GiebfHed-Nietzard, 
MA, BA(HONS) 

Tel: (ev) 01494 444258 
Mobile: 07967 137327 
Email: rabea_gienie@msn.com 


Personal 


BROKEN RITES 

Support group for divorced 
and separated clergy wives 
Contact 0114 268 2980 
or 020 8943 4688 
Website 

www. brokenrites. org 


Sound & Visual 



Therapy & 
Rehabilitation 


Life for the World 
Trust 

(Established 1 967) We train 
churches to help those having 
drug and alcohol problems. 
From a half day’s drug awareness 
seminar to a university validated 
certificate. 

01225-426-265 or 
www.lftw.org 


Next Issue 
Deadline: 


BACK NUMBERS 

of this newspaper are usually 
available for a number of 
months after publication. 
Ring our subscription manager 
020 7417 5813 


12th 

October 


England 

\ w NEWSPAPER 

ARCHIVES 

If you need to research 
back issues of this 
newspaper a complete set of 
bound volumes from 1953 
onwards is maintained at 
Fulham Reference Library 
598 Fulham Road 
London SW6 


UK Holidays 
Self Catering 
& Caravans 



The Resources 
Page 

appears in THREE 
newspapers- 
The Church of 
England Newspaper 
The Door 
The Link 
60 , 000 + copies 
For a quote, or to 
book an ad in the next 
issue, please contact 
our advertising team 
on 020 7417 5800 
or email: 

ads@churchnewspaper.com 


Holidays 

Abroad 


SPAIN 

Near Alicante and Murcia Airports. 

Self-catering holiday flat, sleeps 2-4, in 
a coastal resort. 5 mins from beach, 
own pool. Restaurants bus etc. For 
weekends and longer breaks. 

Tel: 0191 2715929 
irendall@btinternet.com 


Tours & 
Pilgrimages 



TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 


From only £ 89.95 per couple In Europe 
From only £ 129,95 per couple Worldwide 


OAR 

INSURANCE 

FT IRAKI 

HIRE 

2 Weeks Europe — 

From only £18.96 per person 

(Price Vary Depending On Age) 

INISBANEl 


S tiff PKj f 


We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with 
higher than normal age limits 
We can now sell annual insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 
60% Less Than Most High Street Agents 
Regulated & Licenced by the F.S.A. 

Call For Details 




E2 0116 272 0500 
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Schools 


Green belt - a taste of the Kingdom 


By Ian Macdonald, Diocesan Youth Adviser 
FOR so many of us who invest our August 
bank Holiday at Greenbelt, it’s more than a 
festival. Greenbelt is community, it’s church, 
it’s a taste of the kingdom - a kind of home- 
coming! 

The festival this year was no exception. It 
was an awesome weekend enjoyed and 
engaged with by 19,000 people; the largest 
crowd since moving to Cheltenham. And 
then there are the 1,500 fantastic volunteers 
who believe so much in what Greenbelt is and 
does that they give up their weekend (and in 
many cases, a great deal more time during the 
year) to make it happen. It’s a huge event but 
that is not what makes it great. 

What Greenbelters love is the way in which 
the festival welcomes all, not just notionally 
but actually. Lots of people have commented 
on the way in which they feel accepted at the 
festival regardless of churchmanship (or lack 
of), nationality, ability, looks, age or any 
other label that is often so judgmentally 
applied in society (and sadly sometimes in the 
church). 

Such acceptance at Greenbelt gives rise to a 
level of community that is wonderful to expe- 
rience. You can pretty much talk to anyone 


The worship is varied, engaging 
and participative. It ranges from 
the traditional to the experimental. 
The highlight is always the Sunday 
morning communion when thou- 
sands worship, pray, laugh, receive 
and commit together. 


and it just kind of happens. The inevitable 
queues become a communal experience with 
conversation and humour, not isolation and 
frustration. 

As for the content of the festival, it’s a cre- 
ative celebration that honours and points to 
our creator. The worship is varied, engaging 
and participative. It ranges from the tradi- 
tional to the experimental. The highlight is 
always the Sunday morning communion 
when thousands worship, pray, laugh, receive 
and commit together. 

The most edgy and exciting part of the fes- 


tival for me though is it’s heartbeat, a heart- 
beat centred in Christ that longs for and 
works towards justice and freedom. 
Greenbelt welcomes as its own all those 
whose faith drives them to make a difference 
to the poor, the marginalized, the captive. It’s 
the place where there is no divide between 
faith and action, a place that doesn’t just ask 
‘What would Jesus do?’ but wrestles with 
‘How should we go about it?’ 

In this year’s mix of regular features and 
great surprises a real serendipity moment for 
me was the Ukelele Orchestra of Great 
Britain whose diverse musical programme 
and humour were a true crowd pleaser. 


The speaking programme was, as 
always, vibrant, dynamic and chal- 
lenging. Peace Campaigner 
Norman Kember received a stand- 
ing ovation from more than three 
thousand people. 


Two of the biggest musical draws to main- 
stage were long-time Greenbelter Martyn 
Joseph and a first-time performance from 
Daniel Beddingfield. 

The speaking programme was, as always, 
vibrant, dynamic and challenging. Peace 
Campaigner Norman Kember received a 
standing ovation from more than three thou- 
sand people. Other highlights were Jim Wallis 
(founder of Soujourners), Jackie Pullinger 
and John Bell. 

The breadth of speakers and topics is well 
worth a look at on Greenbelt’s website where 
the talks can be bought and downloaded. 
www.greenbelt.org.uk 

Action Aid were at Greenbelt once more, 
this year literally drumming home the Trade 
Justice message with their ‘the beat goes on’ 
campaign. Campaigning for global and social 
justice is increasingly becoming a major part 
of many young people’s faiths. Signing peti- 
tions, attending rallies and even trying to 
break drumming world records are things 
that God is calling us to act on. A real expres- 
sion of putting faith into action. 

The worship programme had more than 70 


Autumn schools challenge 



events and services. 
Contemplative Fire (from this 
diocese) ran popular reflective 
acts of worship each morning 
and evening. 

The Taize service was 
extremely well-received. 

And, as usual, the Sunday 
morning service was a great joy 
- an engaging and imaginative 
act of worship and communion 
on a truly ‘mass’ scale. 

It was great to bump into so 
many people from the Oxford 
Diocese including many young 
people. The feeling of commu- 
nity and belonging across the 
spectrums of age, race, experience and 
churchmanship was very special. 

But don’t just take my word for it. A quick 
look online yields comments such as: 

‘Greenbelt was entirely integral and vital to 
my developing into a human being, helping 
me deal with increasing levels of discomfort 
at what was happening in the various church- 
es I attended, and also providing me with the 
link between social and political activism and 
faith. 

‘Greenbelt has always been about the inter- 
section of the arts, spirituality and social 
activism - using the arts to reflect on what our 


photo Ian Macdonald 
spirituality compels us to do.’ Steve. anthrop- 
iccollective.org 

Or: ‘It’s [Greenbelt] overflowing with love, 
acceptance and grace. It set my heart free to 
be me and meet with God in a profoundly 
deeper and more meaningful way than I had 
ever imagined possible...’ taken from 
notreligion.blogspot.com 
Even: ‘I was challenged in my discipleship. 
I found a new depth to God’s grace. I wor- 
shipped with hear, soul, mind and body.’ 
alternative.victas.uca.org.au 

But, next year, why not come along and see 
for yourself? 


Saturday, 21 st October, 2006, from 2.30 p.m. 
New Road Baptist Church, Bonn Square, Oxford 

STEWART HENDERSON 

Poet and Broadcaster 
“MAKING WORDS WORK" 

Arranged by the Librarians’ Christian Fellowship, but all welcome 

Details: Graham Hedges, Tel: 020 8599 1310 
E-mail: secretary@librarianscf.org.uk 
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VIDEO PROJECTOR SOFTWARE 

Use 'Easy Worship' to easily display 
lyrics, scripture, images, 
video and more. 

Free trial and more information from 
www.churchvideo.co.uk/easyworship 



ALL Church of England Schools in the 
Oxford diocese are being invited by Christian 
Aid to take part in a ‘Present Aid Schools 
Challenge’. 

Schools will compete to find the most 
imaginative or funny fundraising idea and, of 
course, the most successful one. 

Prizes will be a hamper of Fairtrade choco- 
late for the pupils, a feature about the school 
on Global Gang, Christian Aid’s website for 
8-12 year olds, and a present for their teacher. 

The DOOR has also pledged to feature the 
schools that produce some of the best 
fundraising ideas in a future issue. 

Hilary Blake of Christian Aid in 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire, 
told the DOOR: ‘Children are naturally cre- 
ative thinkers and we are looking forward to 


seeing the ideas that will come out of this 
challenge. As well being a great opportunity 
for classes to work together to help those less 
fortunate than themselves, the winners are in 
for a real treat.’ 

The Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of 
Reading and chairman of the Diocesan Board 
of Education said he was confident that 
schools in the diocese would rise to the chal- 
lenge. 

All schools will receive a flier about the 
challenge, but incase your school has missed 
the details visit website www.christian- 
aid.org/learn or contact Hilary Blake on 
01865 246818 for an entry form. 

Christian Aid’s Present Aid Christmas cata- 
logue of alternative gifts is also now available. 


Project Leader £24k 

Churches Together in Caversham Youth & Family 
Initiative offers an exciting opportunity to an 
experienced and qualified youth worker to 
develop our established team with the aid of a 
grant from the Big Lottery Fund. 

Email sarah@cavershamteam.co.uk, phone 
0118 948 4333 or write to CTCYFI Ltd, 
Caversham Methodist Church, Ardler Road, 
Caversham, Reading RG4 8BP Closing Date: 
12 October 2006 


Design 
Pruning 
Lawncare 
Landscaping 
Soil Improvement 
Irrigation and Maintenance 


Wes Maree 

Tel: 01869 34S6S0 
Mobile: 07786 743261 
Email: wesmaree@lovagegardens.com 
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Light is better: 
reclaiming Halloween 


riilioweeft used to be a ha^py time 
fc remember' good people. Now ft has 
become the Qp£>OSi1*0. 
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/f'S not good to pretend to 
be evi!, to scare people, to trick 
them, or to be mean. 


Halloween has become a time a? 
fear and horror — it should 
be the opposite. 

s>smsnm 

LIGHT 

Instead of dressing 
in black and doing dark 
things, be bright and light. 




HALLOWEEN: as Christians we can ignore it, go along with it 
without protest or comment, or reclaim it as a Christian festi- 
val. This A4-sized resource book gives ideas on reclaiming it 
and using it to share the light of Christ in our community. 

The church has since its earlier centuries set aside All Saints' 
(or Hallows') Day to commemorate the lives of the martyrs 
and others who have lived faithfully for Jesus Christ. Since the 
eighth century it has been held on the night of 31 October (All 
Hallows' Eve) and on 1 November, a time which in pagan 
Britain was a festival of darkness, death and the coming of 
winter. Today's celebrations tend to reflect the darkness of the 
pre-Christian festival, rather than the light and good brought 
by Jesus. 

Halloween may be seen as 'harmless fun' by a lot of people, 
but many non-Christians and Christians alike are concerned 

about its potential for 
harm. This book 


NO TRICK or trcat 

H£Rt THANK" you* 


encourages us to use 
Halloween to give chil- 


dren fun in a positive way. It gives a brief but helpful overview 
of the festival's history and of the Bible's approach to spirits 
and the powers of darkness. There are ideas for light- or 
colour- themed parties for children aged 5-11, and for short 
Bible-based talks. The resources include artwork for posters, 
invitations and worksheets, three new songs, and sample text 
for a church leaflet about Halloween. The accompanying CD 
includes the same resources, but with colour versions as well. 

This is a useful resource that provides ideas and stimulates 
us to think of our own, so that we can re-brand Halloween as 
a Christian festival, one not of darkness but of light. 

Clare Wenham is an editor with Oxford University libraries, and 
worships in Cumnor Parish. 


Halloween 

Giveaway 

The Door has 3 copies of 
Better than Halloween to give 
away to Door readers. Write 
to: The Door, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford, 0X2 ON B 

Other resources: 

Unmasking Halloween: 
pick-and-mix kit for 5s-lls 
exploring and reclaiming 
positive aspects of 
Halloween (Curbstone Kits, 
£6; see http://www.curbspro- 
ject.org.uk) 

Fright the Good Fright: 
three themed parties for any 
group by Steve English 
(Kevin Mayhew, £10.98) 



BETTER THAN HALLOWEEN 

NICK H A RDIN G 
CHURCH HOUSE PUBLISHING 
£9.99 


Generation Rising 

LOCAL Christian Band, Immerse, have released a CD of eight 
original songs for young Christians. 

The CD has been recorded and produced by the Revd 
Danny Wignall, associate vicar at Christ Church, Long 
Furlong, Abingdon who told the DOOR: 'The band have 
emerged from a youth congregation at The Peachcroft 
Christian Centre, and I believe that there is real song writing 
talent here. 

'The songwriters are passionate about seeing a new gener- 
ation of young people inspired and equipped to live radical 
lives.' 

Tracks such as Holy God, Awesome One, and Generation 
Rising (title track) combine soulful melody and stirring lyrics 
that have already received accolade from the congregations at 
Long Furlong. 

Mr Wignall says: 'All the songs have been “road tested” in 
corporate worship and are really owned by the congregation.' 

The CD costs £6.99 and all 
profits from the sale of 
Generation Rising will go to 
Tearfund's HIV/AIDS Disaster 
Appeal. 

See www.immerse.org.uk for 
details or call Christ Church's 
office on 01235 539172. 

Sally Jarman is Editor of the Door 

Strangely Orthodox 

THE RECENT biography of 
the Anglo-Welsh priest-poet, 

R.S. Thomas, by Byron 
Rogers has stimulated 
another surge of interest in 
the religious poetry of 
Ronald Thomas, who died 
in September 2000. 

Just at the right time the 
Archbishop of Wales has 
published this very helpful 
guide and commentary on 
Thomas' work . 



The Revd Canon Wilfrid 
Browning is Honorary Canon 
Emeritus of Christ Church 
Cathedral and Associate 
Priest, North Hinksey 


STRANGE LY 

ORTHODOX 

BARRY MORGAN 

GOMER PRESS 

£7.99 
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DOES YOUR SOUL FE1L TIRED? 
DOES YOUR SPIRIT NEED "RE-FUELING"? 
YOU WONDER IF THERE IS A PURPOSE TO YOUR LIFE? 

We invite you to come and visit us next time you're in London. 
Doxa Deo London is o vibrant, community-based church where 
eople care about people i where the Glory of God is revealed. 

We have ministry points in the North-East and 

the South-West of London. 
Feel free to contact us for any additional information at: 


\ 


F 
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DOXA DEO 

London 
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OCTOBER 

Sun 1 (and 8, 15, 22) HUGH- 

ENDEN Church House, Hughen- 
den Park, teas, 2.15-5.15pm. 

Sun 1 COOKHAM Harvest 
Festival: launch of project for clean 
water in Ethiopia, Holy Trinity 
Church 6.30pm. 01628 526415. 
Sun 1 WOKINGHAM Animal 
Welfare Sunday Service of 
Thanksgiving for Creation 5c 
Blessing of Animals. All Saints’ 
Church 3pm. 0118 978 9782. 
Mon 2 ABINGDON Not for 
sale-countering sex trafficking’ 
Revd Carrie Pemberton, St Helen’s 
Church Centre 8.15pm (CCOW). 
Thu 5 OXFORD Slide lecture St 
Giles’ Church 12.30pm: ‘Beautiful 
and Little-known Churches of 
Oxfordshire’; £6 inc. light lunch. 
Thu 5 SUTTON COURTENAY 
Log Fire Evening: Jesus 5c 
Muhammad (Revd Dr Marcus 
Braybrooke), The Abbey 7.30pm. 
01235 847401. 

Sat 7 HIGH WYCOMBE Fish 5c 
Chip Supper 5c Quiz Night, St 
Mary and St George Church, 
Rutland Ave. 01494 437800/ 
527495. 

Sat 7-Sun 8 LONG W1TTEN- 

HAM Painting Country Churches 
Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 2-5 pm St 
Mary the Virgin Church. 01865 
340633. 

Sat 7 MILTON KEYNES 

Bridgebuilder Trust Barn Dance 
Lovat Hall, Silver St, Newport 
Pagnell 7.30 for 8pm. Tickets 
01908 270670. 


Sat 7 WINDSOR Organ Recital 
St George’s Chapel 6.30pm. Oil 8 
940 3209. 

Sun 8 OXFORD Monthly medi- 
tation service ‘Images of Christ’ St 
Matthew’s Church, Marlborough 
Rd 6.30pm. 01865 790180. 

Sun 8 BANBURY Harvest of 
Volunteers’ evensong, St Mary’s 
Church 6pm. 01295 253329. 

The 10 ALTON Organ Recital St 
Lawrence Church 8pm. 0118 940 
3209. 

Hie 10 COOKHAM DEAN 

Organ Recital St John the Baptist 
Church 8pm. 01628 529861. 

Wed 11 READING Reading 
Minster Midweek Choir Choral 
Evensong 6.15pm. 

Wed 1 1-Sun 22 BLOXHAM St 

Mary’s Church Festival: concert 
12th (Rutter’s Mass of the Children 
by village school choirs), 21st con- 
cert for 3 organs; 20th-22nd Art 
Exhibition. Hughandsuehinde 
@aol.com. 

Thu 12 OXFORD Lunchtime 
talk: 14th-century timber halls of 
Southern England, St Giles’ Church 
12.30pm. 

Thu 1 2 OXFORD Retired Clergy 
Association, Canon Geoffrey Hart: 
Lawrence of Arabia, 10.15 for 
10.30am. 01865 883805. 

Sat 14 RADLEY Royal School of 
Church Music Annual Choirs’ 
Festival: Festival Evensong 5pm, 
Radley College Chapel 5pm. 0118 
972 2844. 

Sat 14-Sun 15 DORCHESTER 
on Thames Learning from the 
Masters: the Face in Watercolour, 
Upper Room, Abbey Guesthouse, 


Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 2-5 pm. 
01865 340633. 

Sat 14 READING Organ recital, 
Wesley Methodist Church 7.30pm. 
www.berkshireorganists.org.uk, 
0118 940 3209. 

Sun 15 COOKHAM Compline 
by Candlelight, Holy Trinity 
Church 6.30pm. 01628 526415. 

Tile 1 7 OXFORD Frideswide 
Civic Service to celebrate the city. 
Christ Church Cathedral. 6pm. 
Thu 1 9 OXFORD Riding Lights 
Theatre Company National Tour 
Pipe Dreams, St Edward’s School. 
01904 613000, info@rltc.org, 
www.ridinglights.org. 

Fri 20 OXFORD Unicom ecu- 
menical discussion group: Thomas 
a Kempis, House of St Gregory 5 c 
St Macrina, Canterbury Rd 
l-2pm. 01865 724843. 

Fri 20 OXFORD ‘How to defeat 
HIV and AIDS: a church leader’s 
perspective’, Canon Gideon 
Byamugisha, Friends’ Meeting 
House, St Giles’ 7.30pm (CCOW). 
Sat 21 OXFORD Librarians’ 
Christian Fellowship Annual 
Public Lecture: Stewart Henderson, 
‘Making Words Work’, New Road 
Baptist Church, Bonn Sq, 2.30- 
4.45pm. 020 8599 1310. 

Sat 21 WITNEY Vital Recitals 
concert St Mary’s Church, Church 
Green 7.30pm. Tickets 01993 
7709596, vitalrecitals@hotmail. 
co.uk. 

Sat 21 MILTON KEYNES 

Praying with the Saints: exploring 
icons 5 c prayer, Church of the 
Servant King, Furzton 1 lam-4pm; 
Greek Orthodox Vespers 4pm. 


01908 507123. 

Sat 21 MILTON KEYNES 

Evening with Esther Niyobuhun- 
giro (of Christian Aid’s partner 
CEFORM, Rwanda). Talk, ques- 
tions, workshops. St George’s 
Church, Wolverton. 01865 
24681 8; oxford@christian-aid.org. 
Sun 22 WOODSTOCK Christ 
ian Aid Service, St Mary Mag- 
dalene Church 6pm; speaker 
Esther Niyobuhungiro, Rwanda. 
dshep@ tiscali.co.uk. 

Sun 22 STANFORD IN THE 
VALE Healing Service St Denys’ 
Church 6pm with Revd John 
Woolmer, who also leads a seminar. 
‘Healing in the Parish’ 4.15- 
5.30pm Village Hall. 01367 
-718313 or 870618. 

Hie 24 SLOUGH Da Vinci Code 
talk: Robin Griff ith-Jones (Temple 
Church, London), St Mary’s 
Church 8pm. 01753 535465. 

Wed 25 READING Reading 
Minster Midweek Choir Choral 
Evensong 6.15pm. 

Thu 26 DORCHESTER on 
Thames Annual Dorchester 
Lecture: ‘The Moral State we’re in’, 
Baroness Neuberger, Dorchester 
Abbey. Tickets 01865 341006 or 
on door. 

Fri 27 FINGEST Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. 01491 571231. 

Fri 27-Sun 5 Nov DORCH- 
ESTER on Thames ‘The 
Messenger’ video installation 
Dorchester Abbey, 6.30-9pm daily, 
plus lectures and workshops 
Sat 28 MILTON KEYNES One 


World Week Craft Fair 10.30am 
-4pm, Christ the Cornerstone. 
Traidcraft, Tearcraft, Toybox, Sust! 
Advantage Africa, Hadeel/ 
Palcrafts, Leprosy Mission. 01908 
567436. 

NOVEMBER 

Thu 2 READING Organ recital 
Town Hall 7.30pm. www. 
berkshireorganists.org.uk, 0118 
940 3209 

Fri 3 OXFORD Dr T. Bartel, ‘The 
Windsor Report: a way forward 
for the Anglican Communion?’, 
Unicom ecumenical group, House 
of St Gregory &c St Macrina, 
Canterbury Rd, l-2pm. 01865 
724843. 

Sat 4 WINDSOR Organ recital St 
George’s Chapel 6.30pm. 0118 
940 3209. 

Sat 4 UPPER BUCKLEBURY 

Causeway Prospects Ministry 
Training: How to make your 
church more inclusive for adults 
with learning difficulties. All Saints’ 
Church, 9.45am-4.30pm. 0118 
951 6979, cwpadmin@propects. 
org.uk 

Thu 9 OXFORD Diocesan heat of 
Cranmer Award competition for 
1 ls-1 8s. St Edward’s School 
3.30pm. 01494 813045. 



Notices 

Hospital volunteers urgently 
needed (Milton Keynes): Sunday 
mornings to bring patients to 
chapel (once every other month); 
weekdays (one morning/aftemoon 
per week) for visiting wards. 
Training course in autumn. MK 
Hospital Chaplaincy, tel. 01908 
. 243700 . 

Church dedications: Graham 
Jones is preparing a book on church 
dedications and would like infor- 
mation from churches: stories con- 
nected with dedications, old cus- 
toms observed in patronal festivals, 
etc. graham.jones@ sjc.ox.ac. uk. 

Come and Sing at Christmas: 

Milton Keynes Acapella annual 
men’s Christmas Chorus rehearsals 
start mid-Oct. Eddie, 01908 
678558; nnvtv.mkacappela.com. 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1-1. 10pm Praying at One 
(Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays Fridays); 

1pm (Wednesdays) Holy 
Communion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursdays Sung Eucharist 
6pm); 

Wednesdays only 1 .05pm 
Holy Communion 

Cathedral office: 01865 
276155, www.chch.ox.ac.uk 



Bless the Lord,0 my soul. O Lord 
my God, how excellent is your 
greatness 9 Psalm 104:1. 

Let us pray to God our Father, 
through Jesus the Son, and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit for: 

Sun 1 Sixteenth after Trinity 

Abingdon Deanery. The Pastoral 
Committee as they prepare the 
draft Deanery Plan for Mission 
and Ministry for consultation with 
parishes on 4 Nov. Encourage- 
ment that parishes may seek 
innovative ways of reaching out to 
the whole of the communities they 
serve. The Abingdon-wide Alpha 
course hosted by Churches in 
Abingdon, commencing with an 
Alpha Supper at the Guildhall on 
4 October. The Deanery All Saints’ 
Evensong on 5 Nov. at St Helen’s, 
Abingdon, with combined choirs. 
Area dean - John Cooper; synod 
lay chairman - Joanna Birkett. 
Mon 2 Abingdon Team Ministry: 
clergy - Charles Miller. St Helen: 
clergy - Timothy Hewes. St 
Michael and All Angels: clergy - 
Peter Doll, Laura Hodges. St 
Nicolas: clergy - Peter, Laura and 
Christopher Walker; licensed lay 
minister - Tony Richmond. Christ 
Church: clergy - Tim Davis, David 
Archer, Peter Walker; licensed lay 
minister - Barry Taylor; youth 
pastor - Andy Murray. Long 
Furlong: clergy - Danny Wignall; 
licensed lay ministers - David 


Lever, Anne Taylor, Derek Walker, 
Colin Wood. 

Hie 3 Abingdon Team Ministry. 
Peachcroft Christian Centre: cler- 
gy - Stephen Godfrey. 

Wed 4 Cumnor: churchwardens 
during interregnum; clergy - 
David Wenham; licensed lay min- 
isters - David Henderson Slater, 
Eve Lockett, Terry Sharp; youth 
worker - Ruth Hulse; pastoral 
worker - Jean Pryce Williams 
Thu 5 Appleton and BesseMeigh: 
clergy - Bob Penman. 

Fri 6 Fyfield with Tubney and 
Kingston Bagpuize: clergy - Keith 
Triplow. 

Sat 7 Kennington: clergy - Terry 
Smith, Tony Johnson. 

Sun 8 Seventeenth after 
Trinity Interdependence in team 
and group ministries and the co- 
operation of all parishes within 
their deaneries. 

Mon 9 Shippon: clergy - 

Christopher Seaman, Pauline 
Seaman. 

Hie 10 Marcham with Garford: 
clergy - Eddie Shirras; associate 
minister - Pamela Shirras; youth / 
children’s worker - Nikki Gibbins. 
Radley with Sunningwell: clergy - 
Pam McKellen; licensed lay minis- 
ter - Martha Young. 

Wed 11 The Damascus Group 
Ministry. Clergy: Drayton - Josie 
Midwinter Steventon with Milton - 
Colin Patching. Sutton Courtenay 
with Appleford - Helen Kendrick. 


Wootton and Dry Sandford: cler- 
gy - John Cooper; Phillip Tovey; 
licensed ministers. Drayton - Peter 
Barton. Steventon with Milton - 
Jack Jarvis, Tim Budd. 

Thu 12 Aston and Cuddesdon 
Deanery. Benefices in their partic- 
ular situation of ministry in many 
churches. Area dean - Andrew 
Hawken; synod lay chairman - S. 
Richards. 

Fri 13 Benson: clergy - Andrew 
Hawken, Jean Travis; licensed lay 
minister - J. English. Chalgrove: 
clergy - Ian Cohen, Jonathan 
Arnold; licensed lay minister - 
Robert Heath- Whyte. 

Sat 1 4 Chinnor, Sydenham, 
Aston Rowant and Crowell: cler- 
gy - John Kinchin-Smith, Joan 
Deval; licensed lay minister - 
David Bartlett. 

Sun 15 Eighteenth after 
Trinity All committed to the heal- 
ing of body, mind and spirit; those 
who explicitly offer ministry in 
prayer; visiting, services, laying on 
of hands, anointing and in chap- 
laincy; Christians who in their 
employment to meet the needs of 
the sick offer an implicit ministry; 
those who provide centres for 
Christian healing. Diocesan 
Adviser in Christian Healing - 
Hugh Kent; deanery advisers. 
Mon 16 Dorchester Team 
Ministry: clergy - Sue Booys, 
Nigel Hawkes, Sandra Millar, 
Myles Godfrey, Marcus 


Braybrooke, David Winter, David 
Haylett. Parishes of Dorchester, 
Berinsfield, Clifton Hampden, 
Culham, Drayton St Leonard, 
Long Wittenham with Little 
Wittenham. 

Hie 1 7 Dorchester Team 
Ministry: licensed lay ministers: 
Dorchester - David Gifford; 
Stadhampton with Chiselhampton 
- Roger Cutts; Warborough - 
Brian Newey. Parishes of Marsh 
Baldon with Toot Baldon and 
Nuneham Courtenay, Newington, 
Stad-hampton with 

Chiselhampton, Warborough. 
Wed 18 Luke the Evangelist 
Hospitals and their chaplains - 
Pauline Seaman, Sebastian Jones, 
Gill Barker, Jeffrey Chard, Pamela 
Smith, Trevor Walt, Vivien 
Edwards, David Nash, Stephen 
Bushell, Guy Harrison, Susan 
Blagden, Michael Wallace, 

Gabrielle Smith, Andrew Coleby, 
Martyn Griffiths, Carole Hough, 
Tim Clapton, Peggy Faithfull, 
Vicky Southby, Steven Barnes, 
Peter Steddon, Mark Birch, Beau 
Stevenson, Annie Holmes, Oliver 
Howell, Nick Fennemore, 

Corinne Smith, Tess Ward, 
Michael Sserunkuma, Judy 

Davies, Kenneth Blanton, Heather 
McGivern, Douglas Loveridge, 
Nick Stuart-Lee, David Rice, John 
Salter, Bernard Dagnall, Paul 
Deeming, Dick Cheek, Ainsley 
Swift, Michael Smith, David 


Childs, John Connell, George 
Repath, Ian Hunt, Sally Welch. 
Thu 1 9 Ewelme, Brightwell Bald- 
win and Cuxham with Easington: 
clergy - Martin Garner; licensed 
lay ministers - John Burbidge, 
George Cannon. 

Fri 20 Great Milton with Little 
Milton and Great Haseley: clergy 
- Victor Story. 

Sat 21 Icknield: clergy - 

Christopher Evans, Shane Griffiths, 
Angie Paterson, Adam Clayton. 

Sun 22 Nineteenth after 
Trinity One World Week 

(www.oneworldweek.org). We 
pray for the actions targeted 
through this awareness and the 
new relationships of understand- 
ing and trust that can be built 
through service. 

Mon 23 The members and work 
of groups associated with the 
Board for Social Responsibility 
that are engaged in one world 
issues, world development, envi- 
ronmental issues, Christian 
Concern for One World. 

Hie 24 Thame Team Ministry 
clergy - Nick Stuart-Lee, Simon 
Brignall, Janet Hulett, Ian 
Mountford, Raymond Copping, 
John Fieldsend, Keith Weston. 
Wed 25 Thame Team Ministry: 
licensed lay ministers - Caroline 
Baynes, Paul Gulley, Caroline 
McKeown, Geoffrey Rushman, 
John Wilson - Brown, Norman 
Lilley. 


Thu 26 Thame Team Ministry 
parishes: Adwell, Lewknoi; South 
Weston, Stoke Talmage, Tets- 
worth, Barley Hill, Thame St 
Mary, Towersey, Wheatfield. 

Fri 27 Wheatley Team Ministry: 
clergy - James Watson, Angela 
Butler; John Edmonds-Seal, Helen- 
Ann Hartley, Caroline King, Stevie 
Cross, Mark Chapman, Richard 
Cowles, Brenda Knight, Mark 
Williams. 

Sat 28 Simon and Jude. 

Wheatley Team Ministry: licensed 
lay ministers - Rodney Dawber, 
John Ingram, Richard Bainbridge, 
Marian Brown, Albert Eastham, 
Margaret Rosenthal. 

Sun 29 Last after Trinity 
Bible Sunday Those living in 
the Bible lands. Those who pro- 
mote and facilitate access to Bibles 
and guidance for reading it espe- 
cially the Bible Reading Fellow- 
ship and the Bible Society based in 
the diocese. 

Mon 30 Wheatley Team Ministry 
parishes: Albury with Tiddington, 
Beckley, Cuddesdon, Forest Hill, 
Garsington, Holton (Local 
Ecumenical Partnership). 

Hie 31 Wheatley Team Ministry 
parishes: Horspath, Horton-cum- 
Studley, Stanton St John, 
Waterperry, Waterstock, 

Wheadey. 





May I propose... marriage 

How two church wardens found love at the Standing Committee 


Youth View 

How one of our diocesan youth workers spent the summer 


I suppose I could forgive people for thinking 
that I’m going to have a long, young people- 
free summer holiday, after all, there’s no 
schools’ work to be done and the majority of 
the church groups cease to function during 
the summer. So I feel the need to tell you all 
that I really did this summer. 

July arrived with a scuffle of end of term 
activities at school; sports day, charities day, 
the ubiquitous summer fete, you name it, and 
my local school probably organised it. July 
seemed to go by so quickly that I’d barely 
had time to squeeze in the end of term 
socials for my two youth groups. End of 
term... for the 10-14 group this is it until 
September, however the 14+ (known as 
Wyred) are a little more difficult to shake off. 

I’ve been working for St Peter & St Paul 
for nearly two years now, and this summer 
we decided to embark on our first interna- 
tional mission. We held every type of 
fundraising initiative imaginable to hit our 
target of £10,000. Two days after the schools 
finished we loaded up our luggage and seven 
young people and headed for -Denver, USA. 
Ha! I hear you say, America, not exactly 
roughing it were they? However, this was the 
first of a two-part mission ending in Juarez, 
Mexico, a border city with too many social 
problems to list here. The trip was of the ‘off 
the shelf’ variety provided by YWAM (Youth 
With a Mission). We arrived in Denver to 
take part in four days of intense training 
before hitting the streets of Juarez. We were 
taught drama and dance, puppetry and even 
balloon modelling and face-paints all with a 
healthy dose of cultural orientation and spiri- 


tual input. 

Armed with all this knowledge and on a 
spiritual ‘high’ we left for Mexico - a 12 
hour drive away through Cowboy and 
Indian country (not a tee-pee in sight 
though!). Our time in Juarez was spent part- 
ly doing service projects; we concreted a 
church floor by hand and painted through- 
out. The second part was to use our new 
skills to ‘reach out’ in the local community. 
We performed our dramas in a drug rehab 
centre and used puppets to reach children in 
an orphanage. We also took part in a 
church service, a Sunday school and deliv- 
ered food to the homeless. In every place 
one of the young people would give a testi- 
mony of what God had done for them. It’s 
at this point I must say ‘thank you’ to the 
young people, they worked tirelessly, per- 
formed like pro’s and didn’t moan once, 
even though we had to sleep on cold con- 
crete floors. 

We arrived home with four days to 
organise and pack again for our annual trip 
to the Soul Survivor youth conference in 
Somerset. This time with 22 young people 
(from 2 churches) we had the pleasure of 
witnessing them growing even further in 
their faith, experiencing God in unbeliev- 
able ways and ministering to each other 
and those around them. 

We’ve had a great summer, watching 
teenagers mature in their love of God and 
put their faith into action, it is an awesome 
privilege, and the reason I do what I do, but 
can I have a holiday now please?!! 

Lizzie Williams, Youth Worker St Peter & St 
Paul, Great Missenden, Bucks 


LOVE can blossom in the most unexpected 
places, as two churchwardens of Burchetts Green 
parish, near Maidenhead, have discovered. 

Rosalind Shaw and Ian Bentley both suf- 
fered the death of their spouses within five 
weeks of each other. 

Although members of different congrega- 
tions within the parish, Rosalind says they 
were vaguely aware of each other’s loss 
because of the common prayer list. 

But it was not until she became a church 
warden for St James-the-Less, Stubbings, 
some time later, and began attending Standing 
Committee meetings, that she formally met 
Ian, a long-standing church warden at St 
Mary’s Church, Hurley. 

‘At an early Standing Committee meeting 
Ian suggested organising parish walks to unite 
the different congregations,’ Rosalind told the 
DOOR, ‘I enjoy walking and agreed to help 
him plan and check them out beforehand.’ 

Little did they know they were taking the 
first steps back to happiness. Their common 
love of walking and understanding of each 
other’s loss led to friendship, which in time 
has turned to love. 

Rosalind says: ‘At first, as our relationship 
developed, we were very discreet and would 
arrive for the walk or at a committee meeting 
separately. But gradually other parishioners, 
and our vicar, the Revd Theresa Scott, began 
to notice. 

‘When we announced our engagement at a 
joint service for the whole parish in January 
this year our families and our Church family 
were so delighted they applauded. It was a 
wonderful occasion.’ 

Their faith, and the support of their 
‘Church family’ during their time of sorrow 



Walking back to happiness Photo Frank Blackwell 


and now of joy, has been such a great comfort 
to Rosalind and Ian that they have decided to 
hold their marriage ceremony this month dur- 
ing the usual 11 . 15 am communion service at 
Hurley. The church’s special 17 th century sil- 
ver is even being brought out for the occasion. 

Rosalind says: ‘We want to be surrounded 
not only by our children but also by well- 
wishers from our Church family and old 
friends.’ 

Revd Scott is delighted to be officiating at 
the service, saying: ‘I think it’s the first time 
romance has blossomed at one of my 
Standing Committees. I’m very happy for 
them.’ 



THOUGHT FOR THE 
MOHTH 

By David Winter 


BCP services hard to find? 


PBS 

Prayer Book 
_ Society 


Registered Charity No. 1 099295 

The Prayer Book Society exists to 
promote the worship and doctrine 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 01 18 958 0377 
gpwild@ btconnect.com 
or visit www.prayerbook.org.uk 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and 
Cottas • Albs • Stocks • Vergers and 
Preaching Gowns • Preaching Scarves 
• Stoles • Hoods • Girdles and 
Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


'Be faithful unto death, and I will 
give you the crown of life’ 
Revelation 2:10 


Nicholas Ridley and Hugh Latimer were 
burnt to death at the stake in Oxford on 
October 16 th 1555 . Visitors to the city and 
its residents will be familiar with the 
Martyrs' memorial at the end of St Giles, 
just around the comer from the site of the 
funeral pyre - now marked with a cross in 
the roadway on the Broad. 

They were two of many who died during 
the religious disputes of the Reformation 
period in England, both Protestants and 
Roman Catholics. To many Christians 
today it seems inconceivable that people 
should kill those from whom they differed 
over the interpretation of the Christian 
faith, and almost as inconceivable that peo- 
ple should be prepared to die for their 
beliefs. 

Of course the times were different. Some 
of those who took part in such executions 
genuinely believed that they were doing 
God's will, even, in some cases, helping to 


save the souls of those they killed. 

And the issues involved were not trivial 
ones, of course. Latimer dedicated his min- 
istry to making the Scriptures accessible to 
ordinary people. Both he and Ridley saw 
the issues as gospel ones, ones on which 
compromise was not possible. Later, 
Roman Catholic priests were hunted down 
and killed ostensibly as traitors to the 
Crown, actually because theirs was seen as 
an alien faith. 

In our western world of compromise, 
where commitment of any kind is viewed 
with suspicion, it may be hard to appreciate 
what led men like Ridley and Latimei; 
scholarly bishops of the Church of 
England, to be prepared to die for their 
Protestant faith. 

They would have said that they were 
dying for the gospel itself, and that they had 
no choice. If they were right, it was a glori- 
ous sacrifice. And even if they were wrong, 
it was still an act of courage and commit- 
ment that deserves to be celebrated and 
remembered. They were faithful unto 
death; surely they will not be denied the 
crown of life? 


Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 



STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Maithouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 


Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broad- 
caster and author of many books including ‘Old Words New Life’ (BRF); which offers reflections on forty key Old 
Testament words and ‘Making Sense of the Bible’ (Lion); a simple, no-nonsense guide to using the Bible. 

He lives in Oxford with his wife, Ros. 







